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Principal’s	Message
Columbia Community,
It was great to see so many of you come out and support our Barnes & Noble Night at the Aurora Town Center despite the construction that 
is ongoing in that area.  It was also fun to see so many community members and families come to our first annual “Trunk or Treat” night at 
Columbia the Friday before Halloween.

Great events ahead include our always fabulous Fall musical coming on November 18th & 19th and our Musical Concerts later in December.  
Please come and celebrate the great talent of our students as they perform.  As we continue into the second quarter, I hope to see you at parent 
conferences on December 2nd as well.

Second quarter progress reports will be coming home on November 24 as well.  Standards Based grade reporting is always an area that parents ask 
about during the year.  Please do not forget to review page 7 of the Parent/Student Handbook that helps to explain both proficiency grades (A, 
P, PP, U) and work habit grades (1, 2, 3, 4).  You will also be able to read through the exact language of the work habits rubric on that page.

Understanding proficiency means understanding the state standards that are being assessed during an instructional period in each of your 
student’s classes.   Below is a link to the Colorado Academic Standards that will give you specific examples of the types of standards we are 
working on regularly with your son or daughter.

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/coloradostandards-academicstandards

One example of a standard is 6th Grade Social Studies in the area of History: Analyze and interpret historical sources to ask and research 
historical questions.  

This is just one example in Social Studies of many standards that cover History, Geography, Economics and Civics.  Each subject has multiple 
standards, broken down by grade level, which they are to learn about.  These are the standards for which teachers assign proficiency grades.  
I encourage you to look over the CDE website and become more familiar with the specific standards for middle school that are being taught 
at each grade level.

Please come to our November conferences and learn more about how your child is doing in the various subjects of study.

Steve Hamilton, Principal 



Mensaje	del	Director	
Comunidad de Columbia,

Fue un placer ver a tanta gente acompañándonos para apoyar nuestra feria de libros en Barnes & Noble en el Aurora Town Center, aun con 
la lata del cierre de calles debido a la construcción en esa área. Fue también muy divertido ver a tantos miembros de las comunidad y familias 
que vinieron a nuestro primer evento anual de “Trunk or Treat” en Columbia el viernes antes de Halloween. 

Los grandes eventos por venir incluyen nuestra obra de teatro musical en el otoño que tomará lugar el 18 y 19 de noviembre, y nuestros conci-
ertos de música en el mes de diciembre. Por favor vengan a celebrar el gran talento de nuestros estudiantes en estas presentaciones. Al continuar 
con el segundo trimestre del año, esperamos verlos en las conferencias entre padres y  maestros el 2 de diciembre también.

Los reportes de progreso para el segundo trimestre irán a casa el 24 de noviembre. Las calificaciones basadas en estándares es un área que los 
padres quieren aprender durante el año. Por favor no se les olvide repasar la página 7 del manual escolar para padres y estudiantes en el cual se 
explica qué significan las calificaciones  académicas (A, P, PP, U) y los hábitos de trabajo (1, 2, 3, 4). Usted podrá leer el lenguaje exacto de lo 
que significan los hábitos de trabajo en esa página también.

El entender lo que significan el rendimiento competente significa el entendimiento de los estándares estatales que son evaluados durante 
cada periodo de instrucción en cada una de las clases de su estudiante. Debajo encontrará un enlace a la página de internet de los Estándares 
Académicos de Colorado donde encontrará ejemplos específicos de los tipos de estándares en los que estamos trabajando regularmente con 
su hijo o hija.

http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/coloradostandards-academicstandards

Un ejemplo de un estándar de Estudios Sociales en 6to grado en el área de Historia: Analizar e interpretar recursos históricos para preguntar 
e investigar preguntas históricas. 

Este es un ejemplo de Estudios Sociales de uno de muchos estándares que cubren Historia, Geografía, Economía y Civismo. Cada materia 
tiene múltiple estándares, separados por nivel de grado, que se espera que los estudiantes aprendan. Estos son los estándares de instrucción en 
los que se basan los maestros cuando asignan calificaciones. Yo les motivo a que visiten y lean la página de internet del departamento de CDE 
y que se familiarice con los estándares específicos que se ensenan en cada nivel de grado que son ensenados en cada nivel de grado. 

Por favor visítenos durante las conferencias entre padres y maestros el 2 de diciembre y aprenda más sobre cómo va su hijo(a) en las diferentes 
materias de estudio. 

Steve Hamilton, Director 

SI USTED NECESITA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CUALQUIER ARTÍCULO EN ESTE BOLETÍN, 
POR FAVOR COMUNÍQUESE CON MITZI TORRES AL NÚMERO 303-690-6570



Important	Numbers
Attendance Line:     303-326-1651 (24 hours)        Main Office Phone: 303-690-6570
Cafeteria:                 303-326-1151                           Main Office Fax:     303-326-1251
Counseling Office:  303-326-1897 (Direct Line)  Counseling Fax:       303-326-1898
Columbia’s Website: columbia.aurorak12.org

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Wednesday: 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

 Student Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
 1st Bell –   8:20 AM
 2nd Bell –   8:30 AM (Seated in first period classes)
 Last Bell –   3:57 PM (Students dismissed for the day)
 Campus Cleared –  4:07 PM

 Student Hours: Every Wednesday is a Late Start Day
 1st Bell –                       9:50 AM
 2nd Bell –                    10:00 AM (Seated in first period classes)
 Last Bell –  3:57 PM (Students dismissed for the day)
 Campus Cleared –  4:07 PM

Breakfast is served from 8:00 – 8:15 – Except on Wednesdays.
Students must come in through the cafeteria doors, on the east entrance of the building.
Remember: NO breakfast on Wednesday.

Important	Dates	
Coming	Up…
Nov. 18-19  Fall Musical 7:00 pm
Nov. 25  Parent Conference Exchange Day (No 

School)
Nov. 26-27  THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 (No School)
Dec. 2 Parent/Teacher Conferences, 
 4:30-8:00pm
Dec. 15  6th Grade Choir, Band & Orchestra
 7pm
Dec. 16 Intermediate Band, Jazz Band & Choir 

7pm 
Dec. 17 Advanced Choir, Band & Orchestra 

7pm
 Last Day – Quarter 2/First Semester
Dec. 18 Teacher Workday (No School)
Dec. 21-Jan 1 WINTER BREAK (No School)

From	the	Dean’s	Corner
Parents,
It was so good to see your students come back from Fall Break energized 
and eager to learn. Thanks for talking to your students about wearing their 
ID cards on their lanyards around their necks.  We have seen an increase in 
awareness and accountability from your students.  We still have room for 
improvement, so thank you for helping us keep your kids safe.

We have also seen a decrease in the numbers of students crossing the streets 
outside of designated crosswalks.  Thanks again for talking with your stu-
dents about this.

Columbia is leading the way in attendances among all of the middle schools 
in APS. We are averaging 95.1% school wide so far this year.  If your students 
achieve a 98% monthly attendance rate, Mrs. Boyd and Mr. Osborn will 
dye their hair a color chosen by the students.  In October, our attendance 
rate was 97.6 %.... So Close!

In an effort to reduce the occurrences of students arriving to class late follow-
ing passing periods, we are continuing to increase the numbers of hallway 
sweeps that we are conducting after the passing period bells ring.  Students 
not in their classrooms when the late bell rings will be issued a Dean’s deten-
tion after school.  After school Dean’s detentions are held from 4:00 PM to 
4:55 PM on Monday and Thursday afternoons.  Bus riders will be provided 
a ticket to board our activities bus on those afternoons.  Students will be 
issued a hard copy of their detention form to show their parents. Parents 
will also be notified by a phone call (or the automated call) system if their 
student has Dean’s detention. 

Feel free to contact Mrs. Boyd or Mr. Osborn with your student discipline 
concerns.



Moving?	–	Reporting	a	
Change	of	Address
Have you moved?  Are you planning on moving over the summer? 
Does Aurora Public Schools have a current address on file for you?  
If not, you will need to visit Centralized Admissions to complete 
the “Student Demographic Change” form.  You must bring current 
*** proof of address and a photo ID with you.

Centralized Admissions is open Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.. No appointment necessary.  This office is open year round 
(including fall, one week in winter, spring and summer breaks) but 
closed district holidays.

Centralized Admissions Office:
                1085 Peoria Street, Aurora, CO 80111
                 (SW corner of 11th Avenue and Peoria Street)

***For specific document requirements or to learn more about 
Centralized Admissions, visit http://admissions.aurora12.org

Reminder	When	
Withdrawing	Students	
from	Columbia
When withdrawing your student from Columbia, please let Mrs. 
Morin in the Student Support Center know 24 hours in advance 
of the withdrawal.  The parent/guardian needs present a photo ID 
and sign a withdrawal form in the Student Support Center.  This 
student is then responsible to take a withdrawal paper around to 
their classrooms, media center, cafeteria and nurse for signatures 
on their last day of attendance.   They must also clean out their 
hall locker and PE locker (if applicable) and return all Columbia 
materials, such as textbooks, library books, etc.

Media	Center	News!
Hunger Games Trivia Contest!!!

November 8 – 20 in the Media Center

Test your Hunger Games knowledge
and compete to win a Catching Fire t-shirt.

4 winners will be chosen from entries with the most correct an-
swers.

See Mrs. DeBlock for entry forms or more info.

New	Books	in	the	
Library
Accidental Afterlife of Thomas Marsden by Emma Trevayne
Copper Gauntlet by Holly Black
Curious Tale of the In-Between by Lauren DeStefano
Eighth Grade Is Making Me Sick by Jennifer Holm
Night She Disappeared by April Henry
Phantom Room by Patrick Carman
Took by Mary Hahn
Wolf Rider by Katherine Rundell

What’s	Happening	in	
Your	Student’s	Social	
Studies	Class?	
In second quarter, 6th grade social studies will begin to study the 
ancient civilizations of MesoAmerica. The first civilization we will 
study is the ancient Maya. We will be doing our first DBQ, or docu-
ment based question, in which students will be using 5 historical 
documents to write an argument that answers: The Maya: What 
Was Their Most Remarkable Accomplishment? Be sure to ask your 
6th grader about this. 

In second quarter, 7th grade is wrapping up their study of Ancient 
Egypt and beginning on to move to the civilizations of Ancient 
Greece and Rome. Students will be writing an argumentative essay 
from multiple historical sources answering the following prompt: 
Citizenship in Athens and Rome: Which Was the Better System?. 
Be sure ask your child about this. 

In second quarter, 8th graders will be studying the development 
of the United States with historical documents such as the Article 
of Confederation and the Constitution.  This quarter 8th graders 
will be completing the DBQ: How Did the Constitution Guard 
Against Tyranny?



ELA	Department	News
Students in English Language Development (ELD) are busy describ-
ing and explaining the physical characteristics of a person, object 
or animal using sensory details.  This week they have worked in 
groups of three or four to describe a ghoulish character and embed 
the description into a narrative.  The students have displayed their 
writing on chart paper and on Monday will participate in a gallery 
walk, and will critique their peer’s work.  Next, students will be giv-
ing and following step by step directions.  They will create a monster 
based on student information.  It should be a great activity!! Please 
ask your student to share their personal monster with you!  

Noticias	del	
Departamento	ELA
Los estudiantes en la clase del desarrollo del idioma ingles (conocida 
por sus iniciales en inglés, ELD) esta ocupados explicando y de-
scribiendo las características físicas de una persona, objeto o animal 
usando los detalles sensoriales. Esta semana ellos has trabajado en 
grupos de tres o cuatro para describir un personaje macabro e in-
crustar la descripción en un narrativo. Los estudiantes han mostrado 
su trabajo en papeles grandes para que el lunes puedan participar 
en una galería, donde caminaran de papel en papel criticando 
el trabajo de sus compañeros.  Los estudiantes ahora recibirán y 
darán instrucciones de los siguientes pasos a seguir. Ellos crearán 
un monstruo basado en la información estudiantil. ¡Será una gran 
actividad! ¡Por favor pídale a su estudiante que comparta su mon-
struo personal con ustedes! 

Celebrating	Students	
of	the	Month!
August
6th	grade
AM:   Michael Do
   JaCey Sung
PM:   Kimberly Cortez Quezada
   Samantha Newton

7th	grade:
   Ty’Zhaun Lewis
   Dayanara Castillo

8th	grade:
   Talisha Barton
   Landon Steinkamp

September
6th	grade
AM:   Karime Serrano
   Rahkem Fleming
PM:   Drew Neagley
   Christopher Yacovazzi

Citizenship: Kaoutar Elouadi

7th	grade:
   Marshall Sitompul
   Carolina Sanchez Vazquez

8th	grade:
   Luis Martinez
   Veronika Dombayeva

Citizenship:
   Aydenn Estrada
   Nicholas Gunnoe

7th	and	8th	Grade	Volleyball!	
The girls’ volleyball season starts Monday, November 16th. All girls are encouraged and welcome to participate, but must meet and maintain 
the following expectations to be a member of the team. 
1.  Have a current 2015-2016 physical exam (must be dated no earlier than 1/16/15).
2.   Sign & return the Athletic Registration Packet that includes a Parent Participation Permit, Code of Conduct, and Hazing Directive 

Form.
3.  Have some type of health insurance or sign an insurance waiver (If you have insurance, we must have the company name). Insurance may 

be purchased through an outside company. Forms may be found in the office. 
4.  Return a ‘Team Letter’ signed by herself and her parents.
5.  Pay a $33.00 athletic fee.
6.  Meet the school eligibility standards for her Work Habits score (only 1 score under 3 allowed).

You can get the 7th grade Team Letter from Ms. Ganaway and the Packet can be found across from the main office.
















