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Principal’s	Message
Columbia Community,
The month of September brought several new experiences to Columbia and our community.  In addition, we saw the release of our state assessment data 
and our learning environment data.  As we roll into the month of October, here are some highlights of our fall.

Columbia began the new middle school pilot, see Kerstin Rowe’s article, as one of three schools in Aurora Public Schools piloting researched practices that 
improve student academic and social/emotional development.  One part of this work includes helping students to develop their learning plan.  Students 
have begun goal setting, learning about their specific literacy and math performance levels, and conducting “student led” parent conferences for the first 
time here at Columbia.  We know that students who set and track their own learning goals are 32% more likely to succeed than students who do not do 
goal setting.  Your feedback during conferences was very positive around this new model.

I am excited and concerned about the data that we have access to this year from both the state and district tests.  Our literacy -- reading and writing -- 
scores showed both strong increases in proficiency and student growth.  So, what does this all actually mean?!  Average growth for the state is 50%. We 
were 79% and 65% in 7th and 8th grade.  Any increase in proficiency higher than 4% is significant; ours was 10% in 8th grade and 24% in 7th.  This 
is strong and highlights Columbia as one of the top 5 schools in the Aurora Public Schools out of over 50 schools.

The concern that I want to share is around our math scores.  We did not perform in the top ten in our district and need to work on this area as a building.  
One aspect of improving this goal is our purchase of a program called IXL.  This is an online math program that allows each student to work on specific 
areas of math where that student struggles regardless of the student’s level.  This can be done at home and at school.  Every single Columbia student has 
access to this program.  It allows the student to go into an area of practice, try out the problems, and if he/she gets something wrong, the program takes 
the student through an explanation to show them the math.

Finally, our overall learning environment (behavior data) improved last year over the year before.  We continue to work hard at identifying ways to best 
connect our students to successful, positive student and adult relationships in a school with approximately 800 kids going through the “middle school 
growth phase” of life.  This is always an emotional time and a time where kids are figuring out who they are in a “young adult” setting.  Thank you for 
working with us during this exciting time in a child’s life!

Parents regularly ask me how they can support their son/daughter with school at home.  I would suggest the following tips of support:
•	 Discussing	your	child’s	day:
 o Tell me something specific that you are studying in _____________ (science, social studies, etc…) class.
 o What novel are you currently reading?
•	 Who	is/are	the	key	characters	in	the	book?
•	 What	do	you	think	is	going	to	happen	next	in	the	story?
 o Who did you have lunch with today?
•	 Discussing	your	child’s	grades:
 o Go on the computer, open your class grades, and show me how you’re doing in each class.
 o How is the teacher scoring you on this assignment?  (What rubric or proficiency scale are you using for this assignment?)
 o What parts of your writing do you feel are getting better?
 o How do you ask for help when you are stuck?

Have a great month of October!

Steve Hamilton, Principal



Mensaje	del	Director
Comunidad de Columbia,
El mes de septiembre trajo varias experiencias nuevas a Columbia y a nuestra comunidad. Adicionalmente, nosotros pudimos ver la infor-
mación publicada por el estado sobre los resultados de los exámenes administrados el año pasado, y la información sobre nuestro ambiente de 
aprendizaje. Al nosotros empezar el mes de octubre, aquí les damos algunos de los puntos sobresaliente del otoño. 

Columbia comenzó la implementación de un nuevo programa piloto de secundaria (vea el artículo de la Sra. Kerstin Rowe en este boletín), 
siendo una de tres escuelas en el distrito de las Escuelas Públicas de Aurora que monitoreará el estudio de prácticas que mejoran el desarrollo 
académico y socio-emocional de los estudiantes. Una parte de este trabajo incluye el ayudar a los estudiantes a desarrollar su plan de aprendizaje. 
Los estudiantes han empezado el establecimiento de metas, han aprendido sobre los niveles de rendimiento propios y específicos de alfabetismo 
y matemáticas, y han guiado las conferencias entre padres y maestros por primera vez aquí en Columbia. Sabemos que los estudiantes que 
establecen y monitorean sus propias metas de aprendizaje tienen un 32% más de probabilidad de ser más exitosos que los estudiantes que no 
establecen metas. Su opinión durante la noche de conferencias fue muy positiva referente a este nuevo modelo.  

Estoy emocionado y preocupado por los datos obtenidos este año de los resultados de los exámenes administrados por el estado y el distrito. 
Los resultados en alfabetismo - lectura y escritura - enseñan un aumento solido en las áreas de rendimiento y crecimiento estudiantil. Entonces, 
¿qué significa eso en realidad? El crecimiento promedio en el estado es 50%. Nosotros tuvimos un 79% y 65% en 7mo y 8vo grado. Cualquier 
aumento en rendimiento más alto de un 4% es significante; el de nosotros fue de 10% en 8vo grado y 24% en 7mo. Esto es mucho aumento 
y hace resaltar a Columbia como una de las 5 escuelas sobresalientes de más de 50 escuelas en el distrito de las Escuelas Públicas de Aurora.  

La preocupación que quiero compartir es alrededor de nuestros resultados en matemáticas. Nosotros no desempeñamos para estar en las 
primeras 10 escuelas del distrito y necesitamos trabajar en esta área en todo el plantel. Un aspecto de mejorar esta meta es la compra de un 
programa de nombre IXL. Este es un programa por internet de matemáticas que permite a cada estudiante a trabajar en áreas específicas de 
matemáticas donde ese estudiante está batallando, independientemente de su nivel. Esto se puede hacer en casa o en la escuela. Todo estudiante 
en Columbia tiene acceso a este programa. Esto permite al estudiante tener acceso a un área de práctica, tratar de hacer los problemas, y si él/
ella hace un problema mal, el programa provee al estudiante una explicación para enseñarle las matemáticas.

Finalmente, nuestro ambiente general de aprendizaje (datos de comportamiento)  mejoro el año pasado a comparación del año anterior.  No-
sotros continuamos trabajando duro para identificar las mejores maneras de conectar a nuestros estudiantes con relaciones exitosas y positivas 
con adultos en una escuela con aproximadamente 800 niños que están cursando por la etapa de vida de los años escolares secundarios. Este 
es siempre un tiempo emotivo y un momento donde los niños están figurando quienes son en un escenario de “jóvenes adultos”. Gracias por 
trabajar con nosotros durante este momento emocionante en la ¡vida de un niño!  
 
Los padres de familia regularmente me preguntan cómo pueden apoyar a su hijo o hija en casa con cosas de la escuela. Yo le sugiero lo siguiente 
para que usted lo/la apoye:

•	 Hablen	sobre	su	día	escolar:	
 o Dime algo específico que estas estudiando en la clase de __________________ (ciencias, estudios sociales, etc.)
 o ¿Qué novela estás leyendo actualmente? 
•	 ¿Quiénes	son	los	personajes	principales	del	libro?
•	 ¿Qué	crees	que	va	a	pasar	en	la	historia?	
 o ¿Con quién comiste en la escuela hoy? 
•	 Hablando	sobre	las	calificaciones	de	su	hijo	(hija):
 o Entra en la computadora, abre la página de las calificaciones y enséñame cómo vas en cada una de las clases. 
 o ¿Cómo te está calificando el maestro en este trabajo? (¿qué rubrica o media de rendimiento están usando para este trabajo 
  asignado?)
 o ¿En qué partes de la escritura crees tú que estás mejorando? 
 o ¿Cómo pides ayuda si crees que estás atorado en algo? 

¡Que tengan un gran mes de octubre!
  
Steve Hamilton, Director

SI USTED NECESITA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CUALQUIER ARTÍCULO EN ESTE BOLETÍN, 
POR FAVOR COMUNÍQUESE CON MITZI TORRES AL NÚMERO 303-690-6570



Important	Numbers
Attendance Line:  303-326-1651 (24 hours)   Main Office Phone:  303-690-6570
Cafeteria:  303-326-1151                                       Main Office Fax:  303-326-1251
Counseling Office:  303-326-1897 (Direct Line)             Counseling Fax:  303-326-1898
Columbia’s Website:  columbia.aurorak12.org

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Wednesday:  9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Student Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
 1st Bell –  8:20 AM
 2nd Bell – 8:30 AM (Seated in first period classes)
 Last Bell –  3:57 PM (Students dismissed for the day)
 Campus Cleared – 4:07 PM

Student Hours: Every Wednesday is a Late Start Day
 1st Bell – 9:50 AM
 2nd Bell – 10:00 AM (Seated in first period classes)
 Last Bell – 3:57 PM (Students dismissed for the day)
 Campus Cleared – 4:07 PM

Breakfast is served from 8:00 – 8:15 – Except on Wednesdays.
Students must come in through the cafeteria doors, on the east entrance of the building.
Remember: NO breakfast on Wednesday.

Important	Dates	Coming	Up…
Oct. 6   Last Day – Quarter 1
Oct. 7  Teacher Workday (No School)
Oct. 10-14  FALL BREAK
Oct. 20  1st Quarter Report Card sent home with students
Oct. 20  PTSO Meeting, 6:00PM
Oct. 21  Coffee with the Principal, 8:30AM
Oct. 26  Trunk or Treat Event, 5:00-6:30PM
Nov. 16-17 Fall Musical “The Music Man”, Cafeteria/Commons, 7:00PM
Nov. 23  Parent-Conference Exchange Day (No School)
Nov. 24-25 Thanksgiving Break (No School)
Nov. 29  Parent-Teacher Conferences, 5:00-8:30PM

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL  8:30-9:00 AM

 September 9  January 13
 September 23  January 27
 October 21  February 10
 November 4  February 24
 November 18  March 17
 December 9  April 14
     April 28
     May 12



Change	of	Address
Address changes for families can be done at the school, without the 
parent having to visit Centralized Admissions.  This is for active 
students attending Aurora Public Schools, who have moved.  To 
change your address with the school, you must provide a photo 
ID and Proof of Residency. (Call school or go to aurorak12.org for 
further information.)   Parents MUST visit Centralized Admissions 
for a change of address when the address is out of district or there 
is a change in custody and/or guardianship.

Reminder	When	
Withdrawing	Students	
from	Columbia
When withdrawing your student from Columbia, please let the 
Registrar in the Student Support Center know 24 hours in advance 
of the withdrawal.  The parent/guardian needs to sign a withdrawal 
form.  The student is then responsible to take a withdrawal paper 
around to their classrooms, media center, cafeteria and nurse for 
signatures on their last day of attendance.  They must also clean 
out their hall locker and PE locker (if applicable) and return all 
Columbia materials, such as text books, library books etc.

Message	from	Our	
Kitchen	Manager
Parents,  
If your student was on free or reduced lunches last year and you have 
not turned in a new application this year they are now on full paid 
status and their lunches are now $2.80 for lunches and $1.45 for 
breakfast.  Please be sending money to cover these charges.  If you 
need a new application they may be picked up from the cafeteria or 
office.  You may also apply on line which would be a faster process.  
Go to www.myschoolapps.com

Notes	from	the	Nurse	
Fall is upon us! While we get ready for all the fun fall festivities, 
don’t forget that with fall also comes Flu Season! 

Here are some tips and tricks to keep you and our Cougars well 
and ready to learn!
Prevention is the best way to combat cold and flu bugs!

•	 Wash	your	hands!
o Washing with warm water and soap for 10 seconds is one 

of the simplest and most effective ways to avoid catching 
a cold or the flu. Use antibacterial alcohol-based foams 
and gels when you don’t have access to soap and water.

•	 Cover	your	coughs!
o Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or cough and 

sneeze into your elbow.

•	 Avoid	physical	contact	(including	shaking	hands)	with	people	
who are sick.
o Germs are passed most commonly through the hands, 

and through rubbing the eyes, nose and mouth. Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose and mouth unless your hands 
are clean.

•	 Eat	a	well-balanced	diet.	
o It’s essential to building a healthy immune system, and 

it provides the energy and nutrition needed for optimal 
growth and development.

•	 Get	plenty	of	rest.	
o Lack of sleep can lower the immune system’s ability to 

react when faced with germs. The average human requires 
about 7-8 hours of sleep per night. 

•	 Exercise!	
o It’s great for overall health and will keep your immune 

system strong.
 
•	 Get	the	Flu	shot!	

o The flu vaccination can keep you from getting sick from 
the flu. Protecting yourself from the flu also protects the 
people around you who are more vulnerable to serious flu 
illness. Below you’ll find some common flu shot myths 
and facts!

**Common flu shot myth debunked! The flu shot will not give 
you the flu. The vaccine is made with a “killed” strain of the virus 
making it impossible for it to cause infection. 

Please stay home from work or keep your child home from school 
if too ill to participate in daily activities or have a fever over °100F 
degrees. 

Wishing you health and happiness!
Nurse Tawni
 



From	the	AP	(Mrs.	Kerstin	Rowe)
Hello Columbia Middle School Families!
I am excited to announce a monthly article where I will offer information relevant to you and your student’s experience at Columbia. I ap-
preciate all the families who gave feedback on our survey at Parent Teacher Conferences. If you missed the survey, please use the URL at the 
end of the article to give us feedback. We will continue to ask for your input during the year so that we can support you.

This first article is about changes that have occurred at Columbia as a result of the middle school pilot.

This summer, our school was one of three in APS to be approved for a trial middle school program. The other two schools are Mrachek and 
East. Below is a summary of the changes and what they mean for your students:

1 – Advisory – This is like “Homeroom.” Each student meets with a teacher in a small group four mornings a week. The advisor provides sup-
port to help students be successful in middle school. Advisory helps students feel connected to the school. This can look different in different 
classrooms. On one team, staff is working with students on anti-bullying strategies. Other teams are doing community-building activities. 
Advisory programs can improve academic achievement and the whole middle school experience for students.

2 – More Elective Courses – Last year, students had two electives during the school day. This year, students have three electives during the 
school day. Since many electives run for one semester, many students have the opportunity to take six different electives during the school 
year. In Columbia’s mission to educate the whole child, this is an exciting change. Electives that Columbia has traditionally had include: PE, 
Band, Orchestra, Choir, Drama, Health, Art, and Graphic Design. 

New electives include: 
•	 Technology,	where	students	are	learning	to	type	and	create	presentations	online
•	 World	Cultures,	where	students	are	learning	about	our	amazing	global	community
•	 Student	Government,	where	students	were	nominated	to	positions	and	are	building	their	leadership	skills;	we	have	already	had	some	

School Spirit days led by Student Government
•	 Personal	Finance,	where	we	are	working	closely	with	Junior	Achievement	to	offer	useful	and	fun	activities	for	students	as	they	learn	how	

to budget money
•	 PBL	–	Project-Based	Learning,	where	students	are	learning	how	to	be	leaders	in	the	classroom	as	they	complete	projects	
•	 Digital	Storytelling,	where	students	study	and	create	stories	through	digital	platforms	

3 – Teams – In the past, teachers at Columbia taught several grades in their content area, similar to high school. They did not share the same 
group of students with any other teacher. This year, one teacher from each content area (math, literacy, science, and social studies) comes 
together as a team and shares the same group of students. Teaming has many benefits:
•	 Teachers	can	have	discussions	with	each	other	about	your	child’s	needs	and	they	can	work	together	to	help	support	your	child’s	needs.
•	 Teachers	can	use	time	flexibly	to	help	accommodate	student	and	teacher	needs.
•	 Teachers	can	work	together	to	create	lessons	that	include	different	content	areas.	So	your	child	may	be	studying	the	elections	in	Social	

Studies while preparing an election-style debate in literacy. Eighth grade teachers are already planning an exciting unit on Coding for this 
spring.

Please ask your students about Advisory, their elective courses, and what it’s like to be on a team.

We are all working hard here at Columbia to help your child shape a successful future. We welcome your involvement! Please use this link to 
give us feedback:
http://tinyurl.com/CMS-parentfeedback1

Kerstin Rowe, Assistant Principal



SSC	News
My	ChIlD	IS	BeINg	BUllIeD
When children are involved in bullying, it is important for parents 
to be willing to take action.

Children often do not tell their parents that they are being bullied 
because they are embarrassed or frightened.  If you suspect your 
child is being bullied, consider these steps:

EMPATHIZE WITH YOUR CHILD.  Say bullying is wrong, 
that it is not their fault, and that you are glad they had to courage 
to tell you about it.

DOCUMENT ONGOING BULLYING.  Work with your child 
to keep a record of all bullying incidents.  If it involves cyberbul-
lying, keep a record of all messages or postings.

HELP YOUR CHILD DEVELOP STRATEGIES AND SKILLS 
FOR HANDLING BULLING.  Provide suggestions for ways 
to respond to bullying, and help your child gain confidence by 
rehearsing their responses. 

WORKINg	WITh	COlUMBIA
BULLYING MAY NOT STOP WITHOUT THE SCHOOL’S 
HELP.  Parents should never be afraid to call the school to report 
that their child is being bullied and ask for help to stop the bul-
lying.

OPEN THE LINE OF COMMUNICATION.  Call or set up an 
appointment to talk with your child’s teacher, counselor, student 
liaison or Dean of Students and establish a partnership to the 
bullying.

GET HELP FOR YOUR CHILD. Seek advice from your child’s 
counselor, Dean or school based mental health professional.  They 
may be able to help your child cope with the stress of being bul-
lied.

Through a comprehensive curriculum provided in your children’s 
classroomsM, your students will gain new insights into the reasons 
for and consequences of physical, verbal, relational and cyberbul-
lying, and they will gain a clear understanding of what behaviors 
count as bullying.

For the full article go to www.stopbullying.gov/parents/my_child_
is_being_bullied/index.html

Truancy	vs	Chronic	
Absence
As the concept of chronic absenteeism gains traction across the 
country, some people are under the mistaken impression that it’s 
just a politically correct way of saying truancy.  The words are often 
used interchangeably, describing the same, old problem with the 
same, old solution.

In fact, the two terms describe different aspects of our absenteeism 
problem and require different approaches to bringing students back 
to school every day.

First, let’s take truancy, a term generally referring to unexcused 
absences.  In the past, federal law required states to track truancy 
but left it to states to come up with the definition.  California 
schools have tracked the number of students who are truant which 
is defined as missing three days without a valid excuse or are late 
3 times to class by 30 minutes.  In contrast, in Maryland, schools 
have monitored habitual truancy, defined as missing 20% of the 
school year (which is 38 days in a 180 day school year).

With its focus on unexcused absences, truancy naturally leads to a 
focus on compliance with the rules.  Students are missing school 
without an excuse, skipping school and violating mandatory at-
tendance requirements.  Fixing the problem becomes a question 
of ensuring compliance and in the most severe cases becoming 
involved with the legal system.  Policy makers often recommend 
punitive consequences for truancy—such as suspensions, jail time 
and fines—for children and sometimes parents.  Some communities 
and courts have devised effective approaches to reducing truancy, 
but in other places, punitive efforts are pushing students out of 
school

Chronic absenteeism, which is what Columbia looks at, incorpo-
rates all absences:  excused, unexcused and suspensions.  The focus 
is on the academic consequences of this lost instructional time 
and on preventing absences before students miss so much school 
that they fall behind.  It recognizes that students miss school for 
many understandable issues such as asthma or homelessness or 
unreliable transportation, for which a punitive response is not 
appropriate.  But what helps is working with families to share the 
importance of attendance and to fix the underlying problems that 
lead to absenteeism.  

Like truancy, chronic absence has no common definition, though 
many researchers and schools monitor how many students are miss-
ing 10% or more of the school year.  That’s about 2 days a month, 
or 18 days in most school districts.  CURRENTLY COLUMBIA 
HAS 12% OF OUR STUDENTS WHO ARE CONSIDERED 
TO HAVE MODERATE/SEVERE CHRONIC ABSENCES.  
PLEASE WORK HARD TO HAVE YOUR STUDENTS IN 
CLASS, ON TIME, EVERY DAY TO SCHOOL.  EVERYONE 
PLAYS A ROLE IN HELPING OUR STUDENTS ACHIEVE 
AT A HIGH LEVEL, AND ATTENDANCE IS WHERE WE 
HAVE TO START.

**Information is taken from attendance works.



Message	from	the	elD	
Department
English Language Development students have spent the last couple 
weeks discussing their feelings, opinions and preferences using 
academic language. Students have written several pieces of writing 
sharing their feelings about multiple issues, such as how they feel 
about their grades and the protests athletes are involved in regarding 
the National Anthem. Students have viewed videos and read articles 
that denounce and support the reasoning behind the protests. In 
addition, students have listened to police chief press conferences 
which refer to the current events which sparked the protests. Stu-
dents are using academic language to agree or disagree and provide 
support/evidence for their opinions. Students have also recounted 
the opinions and feelings of characters in short stories. Much of our 
writing at this time is taking place on the computer so as to support 
student growth when they are assessed on the computer. 

Mensaje	del	
departamento	de	elD
Los alumnos en el programa del Desarrollo del Idioma Inglés han 
pasado las últimas semanas hablando sobre sus sentimientos, opin-
iones, y preferencias usando el idioma académico. Los estudiantes 
han escrito varias piezas de escritura compartiendo su opinión 
sobre varios temas, tal y como se sienten sobre sus calificaciones y 
las protestas en que los atletas están involucrados relacionado con el 
himno nacional. Los estudiantes han visto videos y leído artículos 
que rechazan y apoyan lo lógica detrás de las protestas. Adiciona-
lmente, los estudiantes han escuchado conferencias de prensa de 
jefes de departamentos de policía donde se refieren a los eventos 
actuales que motivaron las protestas. Los estudiantes están usando 
lenguaje académico para estar en acuerdo o desacuerdo y proveer 
apoyo/evidencia para sus opiniones. Los estudiantes también recon-
taron las opiniones y sentimientos de personajes en historias cortas. 
Mucho de la escritura en la cual estamos trabajando es trabajo de 
computadora para poder apoyar el crecimiento estudiantil cuando 
toman exámenes por computadora. 

What’s	happening	
In	your	Child’s	
Classroom?
6th	grade	Team	endeavor
In Social Studies we are beginning our learning of history with un-
derstanding the basics of primary and secondary sources, timelines, 
and archaeology while still re-teaching and learning geography 
skills. We will be taking another geography test before the end of 
the quarter to see more growth in our students.

6th grade science is a group based learning environment that focuses 
on training thoughtful dialog among peers. This class is designed 
around creating activities in order to foster curiosity and personal-
ized learning. Projects include, the creation of posters based on the 
grade level standards, recording personal observational data during 
a number of exploratory labs, and performing scientific research 
and giving class presentations. 

This might all sound pretty dry and dull, but, it turns out, the 
students love it! Screams of excitement shook the roof of the lab 
as students were competing to build small aluminum boats, make 
them float, and hold the most weight. Laughter ensued as, less 
than rehearsed, presentations were clumsily given. Curiosity led to 
mastery and celebration, as the students were guided around the 
campus looking for and analyzing erosion.  

But, learning and working in a group has had some challenges. 
Learning to work with peers (instead of gossiping and arguing) is 
a struggle. Coping with adversity, accepting fallibility and under-
standing compromise, while this is sometimes difficult, is a challenge 
that they embrace and have become closer friends in the process.

We have studied the following topics (state standards) so far this 
year in math: least common multiple (LCM), greatest common 
factor (GCF), prime factorization, a brief introduction to the 
distributive property, and long division with the divisor being a 
two digit number and the dividend being a four digit number. We 
are learning these topics through taking notes, talking about how 
we found our solutions with each other, and practicing. We have 
also made flashcards of our multiplication facts to practice once a 
week during our advisory class. If you need extra practice and help 
at home, please go to our IXL.com web site to practice our 6th 
grade math standards and watch tutorial videos of your choice after 
googling the 6th math standard (topic).

In Literacy, we are about to begin our first novel of the year! The 
Advanced class will be reading The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien, and all 
other classes will be reading Esperanza Rising by Pam Munos Ryan. 
We have spent all of first quarter assessing ourselves and readers and 
writers, working on figurative language and theme, and learning 
how to effectively find text evidence in various pieces of writing. 
We have also made vocabulary a large focus this year.  

continued on next page *



6th	grade	Team	Dragon
Go Team Dragon!
Team Dragon has had a great start to the begin-
ning of the school year. We would like to clue 
you in on what has been the focus of study in 
each major content area. 

Mr. Hardy’s Class
In literacy, the students have been focusing on 
theme, thesis, figurative language, vocabulary 
and finding text evidence that supports a thesis. 
The general education class will begin reading 
Esperanza Rising shortly, and the advanced class 
will begin The Hobbit.

Ms. Harder
In math, we have studied greatest common fac-
tor, least common multiple, distributive prop-
erty, prime factorization, and long division. We 
are just beginning a unit on fractions, decimals, 
and percents. Weekly, we take notes and do a lot 
of practice for each topic but students are en-
couraged to practice online at home at ixl.com. 
Each student has a login and password written 
in his or her planner and math notebook. 

Mr. Geisler
We are beginning our learning of history with 
understanding the basics of primary and second-
ary sources, timelines, and archaeology while still 
re-teaching and learning geography skills. The 
students will be taking another geography test 
before the end of the quarter.

Mrs. Scales
The major focus in science has been on how 
scientists work together to solve problems. The 
students have completed one major project, The 
Build a Boat Challenge. The students had an 
opportunity to identify criteria and constraints 
for the challenge and to design and build a 
model boat that could carry 6 keys, float for 20 
seconds, and fit through a 5 cm opening. Once 
each group eagerly tested their models and de-
termined if they met all criteria or not, they had 
to collaborate to determine what features of their 
boat they could change in order to improve the 
model and meet all criteria. Overall, the students 
are enjoying science. 

7th	grade	Team	Discovery
Advisory is new this year and we have been focusing on the social emotional needs 
of our students by actively engaging them in activities that get them to know each 
other, work together, anti-bullying, and to show PRIDE.  On Thursdays, we work 
on math skills and Fridays we check in on students and have them check their grades 
and missing assignments.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn in missed work and 
self-advocate for themselves.

In Literacy class, we have been learning about ideas that will help us become better 
writers and readers. Sign Posts are a reading strategy that helps us stop and note what 
we were reading to see how it might affect the characters, what happens in the story 
and to determine the theme of the story.  We are using SRA (connnected.mcgraw-
hill.com) to practice our reading comprehension and skills. We wrote compare and 
contrast essays about two myths and cited textual evidence to support what we say 
and think. We are beginning another comparison/contrast essay about a story called 
“Yes Ma’am” by Langston Hughes.  
   
By: Michael Do              

In social studies class, we have been learning about ancient societies. Right now, we are 
writing a five paragraph essay. In this essay, we are supposed to be stating our opinion 
about Hammurabi’s code: just or unjust. We then have to give evidence from the text 
to explain and justify our position and explain the evidence. Students are to write a 
rough draft of the essay, have a peer give feedback on the essay, revise and edit it, and 
then do a final copy.  
  
By: Melodie Bearden

In our Science class, taught by Mrs. Youmans, we are doing a project that demonstrates 
how and what a cell is and its purpose. To do this we get to decide how we want to 
show our learning.  Some of the options are: trading cards, comic books, Facebook 
profiles, and any other idea that groups may have. We are also working groups of at 
least 1-3 people. The objective is to create a model or some sort of representations 
that shows how the group represents a cell and what it is and does.

MATHEMATICS
For 7th grade mathematics on team Discovery during quarter 1 we are working with 
integers and proportional reasoning. What this means is students apply and extend 
previous understandings of addition and subtraction to add and subtract rational 
numbers; represent addition and subtraction on a horizontal or vertical number line 
diagram. Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division 
and of fractions to multiply and divide rational numbers. They will also recognize 
and represent proportional relationships between quantities. Identify the constant of 
proportionality (unit rate) in tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and verbal descrip-
tions of proportional relationships. Use proportional relationships to solve multistep 
ratio and percent problems. Examples: simple interest, tax, markups and markdowns, 
gratuities and commissions, fees, percent increase and decrease, percent error. Compute 
unit rates associated with ratios of fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas and other 
quantities measured in like or different units.
 
Students will learn how to apply properties of operations as strategies to add, subtract, 
factor, and expand linear expressions with rational coefficients.  Understand that rewrit-
ing an expression in different forms in a problem context can shed light on the problem 
and how the quantities in it are related. Solve multi-step real-life and mathematical 
problems posed with positive and negative rational numbers in any form (whole 
numbers, fractions, and decimals), using tools strategically. Use variables to represent 
quantities in a real-world or mathematical problem, and construct simple equations 
and inequalities to solve problems by reasoning about the quantities.

My students have been very receptive to all of the newness this year with all of the 
changes; advisory class, being on a team, shortened class time and new teachers. I 
am proud of each and every one of them. I am looking forward to a great, new and 
exciting year!!! 



7th	grade	Team	Apollo-Soyuz
Social Studies: As we finish our work with River Valley Civilizations in World 
History, your students will begin learning about world religions and belief sys-
tems.  Some of the topics we will cover will be major world religions, structures 
and major aspects of religion, how religion brings people together, conflict 
because of religion, how religion spread, and so on.  As always students will 
be expected to analyze primary and secondary sources, use critical thinking to 
make decisions, and use evidence to defend their decisions.  All of their work 
will be in their Google Drive, Actively Learn, or Google Classroom.

Literacy:  Students have been and will continue to read both fiction and 
nonfiction text from Ancient Civilizations.  They have read from ancient 
Egypt, China, and Mesopotamia to name just a few and will be discovering 
Roman and Greek mythology in the weeks to come.  Google Drive, Actively 
Learn, or Google Classroom.

Science: Students will be studying cells.  A great resource for students to use 
while at home is cellsalive.com.  This will help them with their understanding 
of function and structure of cells.  Please continue to encourage students to 
study.  All work is done in a science notebook that students can and should 
take home daily to review concepts.

Math: It has been an amazing start of the school year.  A couple of reminders:
1. Make sure to check google classroom daily for assignments.
2. If you feel as though you need additional support, please arrange time 

to stay after school.

7th grade advanced math class will continue our work on understanding 
proportional relationships. 

Regular 7th grade math will continue to dig deep into understanding integers.  
Our current focus is the addition and subtraction of integers.

8th	grade	Team	Phoenix
Team Phoenix is working hard this quarter to ensure that our students have 
the academic and life skills necessary to be successful in school.

Please continue to monitor your student’s work with him/her.

If you want to be added to Google Classroom, please send an email to Mr. 
Blethen at jbblethen@aps.k12.co.us

Social Studies News
Students are working on their Jamestown DBQ.  At the end of the document 
analysis, they will be writing a five paragraph essay. 

Science News
Students are learning the concepts of physics and developing Rube Goldberg 
Devices.

Literacy News
Students in most classes are reading Monster.  The advanced class is reading 
Lord of the Flies. 

Math News
The advanced class is working with linear functions in different forms.  

Students in Math 8 are understanding linear equations through equations, 
tables, and graphs.  

In other news:
Team Phoenix will be taking a virtual field trip on October 6th.  We will be 
“visiting” the Whitney Western Art Museum at the Buffalo Bill Center of 
the West in Cody, Wyoming and working with Ms. Small and Mr. Pope to 
incorporate music and art. 

8th	grade	Team	Orion
Team Orion has had an exciting couple of weeks between 
swimming and track city finals, parent teacher conferences 
and beginning to study new subjects in our core class.

In science we have begun building our Rube Goldberg 
Machines. These are complex machines that are built to 
complete simple tasks. While in math we have begun 
working on balancing equations and have started talking 
about slope.

In social studies we are learning about the Thirteen 
Original Colonies and are paying close attention to the 
upcoming election. In literacy we are also examining 
election issues and are formulating our own opinions on 
topics such as how the United States should be involved 
in the fight against ISIS.

Team Orion would like to encourage parents to continue 
to communicate with us concerning any student concerns 
that might arise. We loved seeing you at parent teacher 
conferences and look forward to working with your stu-
dents as they prepare for high school.

We would also like to congratulate our August Students 
of the Month Dayne Olson and Ariana Lares Bencomo. 
Keep up the great work!

Mrs. Chamberlain’s Advisory Class - Orion
In Mrs. Chamberlain’s 8th Grade Orion Advisory class 
students are getting to know their peers by listening to 
students present their Strategic Plan.  The assignment pro-
vides a way for students to get to know each other, while 
enabling students to practice their presentation skills.  In 
addition, students are learning how to be active listeners, 
respectful audience members and provide constructive 
criticism. The primary purpose of the assignment is to 
get 8th graders thinking realistically about their goals for 
high school and beyond. 

Reading English Skills Class
Mrs. Chamberlain’s and Ms. Sobolewski’s  Reading 
English Skills class is busy working on expressing feel-
ings and preferences using conjunctions, comparatives 
and synonyms. The students are using Actively Learn, a 
computer site, to review controversial articles.  Students 
used summary note catchers to decipher the content in 
the article, and then they wrote paragraphs sharing their 
opinions regarding the articles. The students are also 
enjoying reading a novel, titled Out Of My Mind, as 
well as expressing their feelings regarding the character 
in the novel. 

continued on next page *



Digital Storytelling Class
In the 7th/8th grade elective class, Digital Storytelling, students 
have been exploring this new style of narrative through various 
digital platforms.  Students have been working on sharing and con-
necting experiences and perspectives throughout their “20 Time: 
World Issues” project.  They have each chosen an issue that they 
are interested in and are working to create a blog, podcast, PSA, 
propaganda, and plan of action to advocate for their issue.  Their 
final products will be displayed at the Project Based Learning Exhibit 
Night in December- come check them out!

World Cultures
World Cultures is a new semester long Elective here at Columbia.  
It is a safe place for students to explore their own heritage and 
the cultures of other students at Columbia, our community, and 
across the world.   Students have been busy in September collecting 
information from their families about their heritage and culture in 
order to know and understand their roots at a deeper level.  We 
have taken that information and created digital stories which are 
student made videos where they have written, revised and edited 
their own story, made an audio recording of the story, selected music 
or pictures using a creative common license in order to publish their 
story, and some have added their own family pictures.  We will be 
wrapping up these videos in the coming week and making them 
available on a secure school YouTube channel.  

Once the videos are completed their next step is to dig in to the 
culture of the student body and teachers at Columbia to learn about 
others.  The focus of this project will be to learn to about other 
people’s culture and accept others’ differences. Topics will include 
food, religion, government, geography, family, traditions, and 
holidays.  If you have any questions, please contact Linda Mejia.  
lmmejia@aps.k12.co.us

Visual Arts October Update
Students in period 1 have been exploring painting and color mixing.  
They will be returning to their prior study of drawing facial features 
and people accurately for a final self-portrait or portrait of someone 
else in the class. Students will be able to use their painting or drawing 
skills to add color or shading to their portrait. All period 1 students 
will do this assignment, but students from Team Phoenix will also 
connect their portraits to a virtual field trip they are participating 
in with Mrs. Witzke in early October. After portraits are finished, 
students will start working on the mural for the school musical. 
The mural is located in the cafeteria and is repainted every year to 
provide a backdrop for each year’s musical. 

Students in period 3 have been exploring painting and color mixing. 
They will be able to apply their painting skills to upcoming draw-
ing and 3-D projects using their team name, Dragon or Endeavor, 
as the theme. 3rd period will also be assisting with the mural for 
the school musical.

Period 4 visual art is made of 6th grade general education students 
and students from the DLC classrooms and a few students from 
the ILC classroom. This class is a wonderful opportunity for stu-
dents of all abilities to interact, communicate and make art with 
students they may not have the opportunity to interact with in their 
non-elective classes. This class benefits general education students 
by helping build leadership skills, communication skills, patience, 

and empathy. DLC and ILC participants benefit by getting to 
interact with peers their own age outside of their usual classroom 
environment. These students also build social skills, learn how to 
participate in a general ed classroom and get to make art using a 
variety of media, including drawing, painting, printmaking collage 
and ceramics.  

Students in period 6 have been exploring painting and color mixing. 
They are getting ready to move into a graphic novel unit involving 
storyboarding, character design and drawing.

Students in period 7 have been exploring painting and color mix-
ing. They will be starting work on the mural for the school musical 
next. The first steps will involve preparing the surface for the mural, 
then they will project and trace the drawing onto the surface before 
beginning the actual painting.

Clay Club meets after school on Mondays in C126 from 4:00 
to 4:50. Students that are being picked up must be picked up by 
5:10. Students needed to sign up and have a parent permission 
form returned to participate. The club is currently full, but if any 
of those students stop attending, students signed up on the wait 
list will be invited. Interested students may contact Ms. Small to 
sign up on the wait list. 

Did you know general admission to the Denver Art Museum is 
FREE for all youth 18 and under? Adults also get in with free general 
admission on the first Saturday of every month. (Please note that 
general admission does not include exhibits like the upcoming Star 
Wars and the Power of Costume exhibit.) Contact the Denver Art 
Museum for more information. 



6th-8th	grade	graphic	
Design	with	Mrs.	
Martinez
Graphic Design is the art or skill of combining text and pictures in 
advertisements, posters, menus, brochures, business cards, maga-
zines, or books etc... Graphic Designers use the computer as a tool 
to create art. Columbia is unique in the fact that it has a Graphic 
Design program. Skills students learn in this class, will be helpful 
to them in the future when writing a resume or paper, or creating 
a poster, digital art or yearbook etc.. 

All classes are hard at work learning computer design programs: 
8th grade: Adobe Photoshop Abstract Art, 7th grade: Adobe Pho-
toshop Collages, 6th grade: Paint Pixel Art. Students are familiar-
izing themselves with the correct way to use the computer, how to 
name their files and save them in the right place, and how to enter 
work in Google Classroom. Students are settling into classroom 
procedures and norms.

Parents are invited to join Class Dojo to monitor their child’s daily 
work habits. Additionally parents can access student artwork using 
Google Classroom. 

Parents of Graphic Design students can contact me through email 
with any questions or concerns, or to schedule a visit to see what 
we are currently doing. 

Art & Fashion Club will be starting up in room D112 Thursday’s 
after school from 4:00 - 4:50. Parent permission slips need to be 
turned in by Sept. 29th. There is a student limit of 20, so turn 
your forms in soon!

Thank you,
Mrs. Martinez

Drama	&	Choir	Classes
Drama: In Drama class students are currently working in groups 
to develop a radio show. Their shows consist the students’ version 
of news, sport, traffic, weather, etc… Their show are very creative 
and each group has their own theme. I am looking forward to the 
final product of these shows!

6th Grade Choir: The are working very hard on our sight-singing. 
Sight-singing is the ability to read and sing music at first sight. This 
is very challenging for our students, but we are taking this process 
step-by-step. They are improving daily!

Advanced Choir: The Advanced Choir is currently preparing for 
the APS Choral Festival which will take place on Monday October 
20th. If you need any information about this class, please go to 
www.cmsadvchoir.com!

Mr. Pope

hello	from	your	Pe/
health	Team!
This year has been a lot of change in our department with the ad-
dition of two new PE/Health teachers. This means more students 
get to have physical education and health classes throughout the 
year. We are very excited about that! In PE we are engaging in 
team sports such as Ultimate Frisbee and soon Volleyball. We will 
incorporate many lifelong activities such as personal fitness and 
individual sports as we move into the fall. Be sure you ask your 
student about Ultimate Frisbee, Bucket Ball and for some classes 
Ultimate Tag! We encourage our students to share the fun with you 
and everyone get moving together! In health students are learning 
about the world around us and how it affects the various aspects 
of their health. From the music we listen to, to health related top-
ics specific to teens, to what are good food choices. Some Health 
classes is also engaging in project based learning where students 
demonstrate their learning of the health risks through developing 
brochures and pamphlets. We are excited about the year ahead. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please contact your student’s 
teacher at the email below.

Amanda Edler- aledler@aps.k12.co.us
Emily Graves- eegraves@aps.k12.co.us
Fritz Fulton- fgfulton@aps.k12.co.us
Lance Marshall-lamarshall@aps.k12.co.us
Kathy Andrie- kqandrie@aps.k12.co.us



Student	Council	News
6th	grade	Student	Council
In September Student Council has elected officers and determined jobs for 
everyone on the council.  We have learned how to hold student council meet-
ings and break out into committees to plan events and support at Columbia 
Middle School.  We continue to work on communication skills to better our 
performance and progress in committee meetings. 

We are currently working on planning a movie night coming up in the fall, our 
annual Trunk or Treat event, and a 6th grade dance to take place in December.  
Details will follow in the next newsletter.  We welcome sixth grade teachers 
and students to email ideas to Mrs. Mejia regarding fund raisers and other 
activities you would love to see at Columbia.  lmmejia@aps.k12.co.us

Written collaboratively by the 6th Grade Student Council Members

7th	grade	Student	Council
In September Student Council has elected officers and determined jobs for 
everyone on the council. We have learned how to hold student council meet-
ings and break out into committees to plan events and support at Columbia 
Middle School. We are learning how to work collaboratively together with 
a common purpose and vision in mind.  

We are currently working on planning a dance coming up in the fall. Details 
will follow in the next newsletter. We will also be supporting the annual 
Trunk or Treat event to be held on October 26th from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.. 
We welcome 7th grade teachers and students  to email Mrs Mejia regarding 
fundraisers and other activities you would love to see at Columbia. lmmejia@
aps.k12.co.us 

Aysia Rathpakdy, Social Chair
Chloe Wetzel, Social Chair

8th	grade	Student	Council
In the month of September, the eighth-grade student council has elected 
our two presidents (Hailey Roberts, and Pedro Ramirez), and our two vice 
presidents, (Lyla Wessen, and Alexia Montalvo) who have been leading our 
class to success.  We have also elected students into other positions such as 
Secretaries, Treasurers, and Sergeant of Arms.  We have devised a great new 
format for our class where the two presidents lead our class.  We have put 
together many committees to plan for fun upcoming events for the school.  
Simultaneously, we have learned great communication skills as we break off 
into short meetings daily to collaborate with the other committees and stay 
on the same page.  

Currently, we are working on organizing a neon-themed dance for the eighth-
grade students in the fall.  This dance would include fun games, great food, 
dancing and much more!  In order to fund this dance, we have a committee 
that is currently working on creating a box-top fundraiser.  You can help us 
by collecting box-tops in advance.  Box-tops can be found on cereal boxes, 
tissue boxes, and many other household items.  We also have a committee 
that is looking into writing various grant proposals to improve our school.  
We are researching different corporations that would happily help fund these 
improvements for students to enjoy.  

Written by Jonathon Markline, Secretary

Fall	Musical	News
Students are rehearsing “The Music Man!” which will be 
performed on November 16th and 17th at 7pm. Rehears-
als are from 4pm-5pm Mondays through Thursdays. Set 
crew is building a larger set than ever and we are excited 
about our show!

lego	Club
Lego Club had their first meeting on Thursday, September 
22.  We had a ton of fun doing some beginning coding 
on the Lego website.  Congratulations to Julius Johnson 
and Tyler Brining who won our two competitions for the 
night!  Our next eight meetings will be held in November 
and December; the next meeting is Tuesday, November 
15th. All students are welcome!  

Columbia	library	
News
The winner of the Harry Potter Trivia Contest was Solo-
man Jameson.  He received a copy of Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child. Congratulations Soloman!

Columbia collects Boxtops 4 Education!
Boxtops are found on many grocery products such as ce-
real, bake mixes, frozen and dairy foods, snacks and paper 
products. Boxtops are worth $.10 each and go toward new 
books for the library. 
Students may turn in 50 Boxtops to Mrs. DeBlock in 
the library to earn a prize or they may be placed in the 
collection box in front of the office. 

The next submission date is Nov. 1 so please send in your 
Boxtops today!

New Books in the Library for October
Booked by Alexander Kwame   
The Test by Peggy Kern
Hidden Oracle by Rick Riordan
Unbeatable Squirrel Girl by Ryan North
My Life as a Gamer by Jake Tashjian
Whispering Skull by Jonathan Stroud
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard
Zodiac Legacy: Dragon’s Return by Stan Lee



girls	Soccer
Girls soccer will be starting the week of September 26th with the first practice on Wednesday, September 28th. All girls that attend Colum-
bia Middle School are eligible and we would like for them to come out and play. There is no experience needed, just a positive attitude and 
willingness to try. Practices will run from 4 – 5:30 on Monday thru Friday. If you want to play please see Coach Lisicki or Coach Sipos to get 
the forms. We work with you if you play club or another sport!

See you all out there!

Congratulations to both the 7th and 8th Grade Girls’ Track teams for their strong showing at the city meet!!! 
The following are individual and relay winners for 7th grade: 
Janay Reed – 1st Place –100 M   4th Place – 200M—4th Place – Long Jump 
Nevaeh Sanford – 2nd Place –High Jump  
Tamara Arellano –3rd  Place – Hurdles —6th Place –200M -8th Place –Long Jump  
Chloe Wetzel—4th Place—1600 M –13th Place –Triple Jump  
Baylee McCullough – 5th Place—High Jump  
Daijah Watkins -- 5th Place –Shot Put  --6th Place—High Jump   
Ayana Simpson – 6th Place – High Jump  --13th Place –Hurdles   
Loren Harris – 8th Place –1600 M –16th Place –Long Jump  
Kayla Faustino –9th Place—Hurdles 
Julie Yoon—11th Place—Discus  
Karissa Ceaser—12th Place –Shot Put  
Brooke Casias—13th Place –1600M -- 14th Place—Triple Jump  
Iman Taylor—15th Place—Discus 
 
RELAYS  
800 M RELAY-  -A Team—7th  Place—Baylee McCullough, Lyric Watson,  Kayla Faustino, Nevaeh Sanford 
                            B Team—2nd(11th) Place—Madison Bogert, Ayana Simpson, Karissa Ceaser, Julie Yoon 
400 M RELAY—A Team—3rd— Tamara Arellano, Baylee McCullough, Nevaeh Sanford, Janay Reed 
                            B Team---3rd(13th) --Lyric Watson,  Jaianna Blumenberg, Julie Yoon, Daijah Watkins 
MEDLEY RELAY—A Team –5th – Lyric Watson, Kayla Faustinon, Baylee McCullough,  Nevaeh Sanford 
                               C Team -5th (12th ) – Angelina Cheatwood, Lesly Ortiz, Karissa Ceaser, Loren Harris  
                                
Other 7th Grade Team members are Mackenzie Mayotte and Karime Serrano. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
8th Grade Results are: 
Keiry Flores—2nd Place –Long Jump -- 6th Place --Hurdles 
Jayden Jackson –4th Place –100M -- 4th Place  –200 M –13th Place –Discus  
Mercedes Lopez—5th  Place—High Jump -- 7th Place—Triple  Jump    
Sarah Hankins – 5th Place—Shot Put –12th Place --Discus  
Dalys McGuinnis—5th Place –Discus 
Jalyn Williams—6th Place—200M –11th Place –Triple Jump   
Elva Mejia       ---6th  Place --Long Jump -- 10th Place –200 M  
Andrea Villegas –7th Place –100 M --10th Place –Discus 
Adamaris Venegas –8th Place –Shot Put 
Daphne Perez -  10th Place –400 M  
RELAYS 
800M RELAY       A Team --4th – Elva Mejia, Lyla Wesson, Dalys McGuinnis, Kymani Kelly 
                              B Team—3rd(12th ) –Sarah Hankins, Daniela Benavides, Mercedes Lopez, Adamaris Venegas   
400M RELAY       A Team—2nd  —Andrea Villegas, Keiry Flores, Jalyn Williams, Jayden Jackson 
                              B* Team—2nd (9th) –Kymani Kelly, Sarah Hankins, Adamaris Venegas, Lyla Wesson 
                              C Team   --5th (13th)–Dalys McGuinnis, Julieanna Hess, Daniela Benavides, Aiyana Klass 
MEDLEY RELAY   A Team—4th  –Andrea Villegas, Keiry Flores, Jalyn Williams,  Dalys McGuinnis 
                               B Team---1st (7th) –Daniela Benavides, Julieanna Hess, Aiyana Klass, Daphne Perez  
                               C Team – 2nd (8th)  –Adamaris Venegas, Lyla Wesson, Elva Mejia, Kymani Kelly  
Other 8th Grade Team members are Arianna Perez, Sarah Aschenberg, and Sarah Bridgford. 
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Andrie, Kathy 303-326-3949 kqandrie@aps.k12.co.us Health 6,7,8
Aniniba, Patrick 303-326-3864 peaniniba@aps.k12.co.us AN Para
Barbee, Clarence 303-326-3656 cbbarbee@aps.k12.co.us EA Technology
Barnett, Tricia 303-326-4241 tmbarnett@aps.k12.co.us 8 SCI 
Beckert, Nicholle 303-326-4607 nlbeckert@aps.k12.co.us Technology Assistant
Birx, Pamela 303-326-4306 pjbirx@aps.k12.co.us Teaching Partner 
Blethen, Joe 303-326-3855 jbblethen@aps.k12.co.us 8 SS
Braunstein, Billy 303-326-3640 bsbraunstein@aps.k12.co.us SPED/CROSS CATEG.
Chamberlain, Angel 303-326-4043 ajchamberlain@aps.k12.co.us ELD TL, ELD 6,7,8
Coe, Lisa 303-326-3392 lmcoe@aps.k12.co.us 7 Literacy
Coler-Ballinger, Stephanie 303-326-4124 srcolerballinger@aps.k12.co.us DLC Para
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Ford, Samantha 303-326-4051 ssford@aps.k12.co.us 8 SS
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Freeman, Erika 303-326-2252 enfreeman@aps.k12.co.us 7, 8 MA
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Gallas, Paul 303-326-4173 pgallas@aps.k12.co.us 6 SCI
Geisler, Garth 303-326-4557 gageisler@aps.k12.co.us 6 SS
Graves, Emily 303-326-4184 eegraves@aps.k12.co.us GYM/Health
Harder, Lindsay 303-326-3057 lpharder@aps.k12.co.us 7 Math
Hardy, Christopher 303-326-4878 cghardy@aps.k12.co.us 6 LIT
Harlow, Mary 3/690-6570x25119 mlharlow@aps.k12.co.us Speech Therapist/Asst. Staff. Chair
Harshfield, Melinda 303-326-2251 mgharshfield@aps.k12.co.us DLC
Lavery, Emily 303-326-2278 eslavery@aps.k12.co.us Teaching Partner/PBL 6, 7, 8
Lisicki, Kristen 303-326-4532 kllisicki@aps.k12.co.us ELD/Digital Storytelling 6, 7, 8 
Livingston, Trio 303-326-3698 telivingston@aps.k12.co.us AN 
Lusk, April  303-326-3436 aflusk@aps.k12.co.us SPED/CROSS CATEG.
Marshall, Lance 303-326-4045 lamarshall@aps.k12.co.us GYM/PE
Martinez, Laurie    303-326-4238 lamartinez@aps.k12.co.us Graphic Design 6, 7, 8
Martinez, Reuben 303-326-4214 rmartinez@aps.k12.co.us SS
Matarrese, Janet 303-326-4336 jlmatarrese@aps.k12.co.us DLC
McGuinnis, Tamara 303-326-2731 tlmcguinnis@aps.k12.co.us DLC
McHose, Dave 303-326-2949 jdmchose@aps.k12.co.us 6 MA
McWee, Emma 303-326-5522 ejmcwee@aps.k12.co.us DLC
Mejia, Linda 303-326-4047 lmmejia@aps.k12.co.us Stu. Government
Mendez, Daniel 303-326-3629 dlmendez@aps.k12.co.us Technology Assistant
Metcalf, Christina 303-326-5144 cmmetcalf@aps.k12.co.us Instructional Para
Morton, Andre 303-326-2950 aamorton@aps.k12.co.us 8 SS 
Mugatha, Michelle 303-326-3185 mfmugatha@aps.k12.co.us 7 Literacy
Nave, Kim 303-326-3888 kgnave@aps.k12.co.us 6 SS
Pelot, Debbie 303-326-5075 dapelot@aps.k12.co.us DLC
Phillips, Corey 303-326-4092 cdphillips@aps.k12.co.us 8 MA
Pope, Darius 303-326-3445 cdpope@aps.k12.co.us Choir/Drama 6, 7, 8
Quintana, Reaghan 303-326-2273 requintana@aps.k12.co.us 6 Literacy
Salazar, Matthew 303-326-4078 mjsalazar@aps.k12.co.us Campus Monitor
Scales, Clenda 303-326-4150 ccscales@aps.k12.co.us 6 SCI
Scheideman, Nina 303-326-3801 nmwalsh@aps.k12.co.us Adv Band/Band/Orch
Sharp, Adam 303-326-2284 ahsharp@aps.k12.co.us 8 SCI 
Sheppard, Stephen 303-326-4513 sksheppard@aps.k12.co.us 7 SS 
Sipos, Julie 303-326-4487 jasipos@aps.k12.co.us 6  MA
Small, Amy 303-326-4230 amsmall@aps.k12.co.us Art 6, 7, 8
Sobolewski, Emily 303-326-4542 ebsoboloweski@aps.k12.co.us SPED/CROSS CATEG.
Sprung, Joann 303-326-4133 jjsprung@aps.k12.co.us FA/Functional Academics
Stokes, Rose 303-326-5052 rstokes@aps.k12.co.us FA/Functional Academics
Thompson, Rachel 3/690-6570x25117 rjthompson@aps.k12.co.us SPED/CROSS CATEG.
Wiggins, Colter 303-326-4835 cdwiggins@aps.k12.co.us DLC Teacher
Witzke, Justin 303-326-4718 jawitzke@aps.k12.co.us 7 SCI
Witzke, Monica 303-326-3364 mmwitzke@aps.k12.co.us 8 LA 
Youmans, Jenna 303-326-4301 jbyoumans@aps.k12.co.us 7 SCI   
Zicko, Peggy 303-326-5343 mezicko@aps.k12.co.us FA/Functional Academics
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great	Opportunity	from	Wings	Over	the	Rockies	
Air	&	Space	Museum
Sunday,	October	2	
12:00	PM	–	5:00	PM	

Wings will be hosting ALAS—a special event celebrating opportunities in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) for Latino 
families! This free event is designed for Latina and Latino students and their families to explore STEM careers in space and aviation. The day 
will include fun workshops, interesting speakers and demonstrations as well as a variety of make-and-take projects. Parents and students will 
walk away with a better understanding of careers in STEM and the aerospace industry.

Domingo	2	de	octubre
12:00	PM	–	5:00	PM

El Museo Wings será anfitrión de un evento especial llamado ALAS. Este evento es una celebración en familia de las oportunidades en las car-
reras de ciencia, tecnología, ingeniería y matemáticas (STEM en sus siglas en inglés). El evento es gratuito y está diseñado para que estudiantes 
Latinos y Latinas y sus familias conozcan más sobre las ciencias del aire y del espacio. Habrá talleres divertidos, presentaciones interesantes y 
manualidades que pueden hacer y llevar a casa. Aprenderán mucho sobre las carreras en STEM y la industria

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
          BREAKFAST AND LUNCH MENU  

OCTOBER 2016 
MENU MAY CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE/MENU PUEDE CAMBIAR SIN AVISO PREVIO 

Variety Cereal is offered daily as a second breakfast option.  Cold sandwiches offered daily as a second lunch option. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Breakfast Burrito 
Burrito de desayuno 

 

Macaroni and Cheese  
Chicken Tenders 

Macarrones con ques 
Trocitos de pollo  

 

                   
Crunch Bar 

Barra crujiente de avena sabor a limón  
 

Mexican Combo 
Chicken Pot Pie 

Combinación mexicana  
Pastel de pollo asado  

 

Baja Fish Tacos 
Teriyaki Chicken 

Tacos de Pescado 
Pollo con salsa “teriyaki” 

 

Banana Muffin 
Mollette de plátano 

 

Sliced Turkey Roast 
Cheeseburger 

Pavo asado con salsa 
Hamburguesa con queso 

Teacher Workday 
No Classes 

 

    

Breakfast Pancake Sandwich 
Sándwich de hotcakes para el desayuno 

 

Super Nachos  
Baked Potato w/Chili 

Super Nachos 
Papa al Horno con Guiso de Carne Molida 

Frudal 
“Frudal”  

 

Pot Roast 
Cheese Sticks w/ Marinara Sauce 

Carne de res a la cacerola 
Palitos de queso, con salsa de tomate 

estilo “marinara” 
 

 

Orange Chicken  
Hamburger 

Pollo con naranja 
Hamburguesa 

               
Bagel & Cream Cheese 

Pan tipo “bagel”, con queso crema 
 

 
Bean & Beef Burrito 

Cheese Ravioli w/ Marinara Sauce 
Burrito de frijoles y carne 

Ravioles con queso y ajo con salsa de 
tomate estilo “marinara”

               
Egg & Cheese Breakfast Flatbread 

Huevo y Queso con Pan 
 

Cheese or Pepperoni Pizza 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich 

 Pizza de queso o Pizza de pepperoni
Sándwich de pollo picante

               
Breakfast Pancake Sandwich 

Sándwich de hotcakes para el desayuno 
 

Mexican Combo 
Combinación mexicana  

               
Pancake  

Panqueque  
 

 
Lasagna 

Chicken Patty Sandwich 
Lasaña  

Sándwich de pollo  

               

 
 

Chicken Lo Mein 
BBQ Turkey Sandwich 

Pollo con tallarines al estilo Lo Mein 
Sándwich de pavo con salsa dulce, estilo 

barbacoa

               
Bagel-fuls 

“Bagel-fuls” 
 

 
Bean & Beef Burrito 

Cheese Ravioli w/ Marinara Sauce 
Burrito de frijoles y carne 

Ravioles con queso y ajo con salsa de 
tomate estilo “marinara”

               
Mini Loaf & Assorted Cheese Stick 

Panecito & surtido de palitos de queso  
 

 
Cheese or Pepperoni Pizza 

Burrito Bowl 
Pizza de queso o Pizza de pepperoni

Burrito en un tazón 

               
Ham & Cheese Croissant 

Croissant de jamón y queso 
 

Enchiladas 
Meatball Sub 
 “Enchiladas” 

Sándwich de albóndigas
Looking for work?  Come work with us! Apply online http://aurorak12.org   (starting $10.80/hr) 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer    USDA es un proveedor y empleador de igualdad de oportunidades 

Fall Break  October 10-14 

Daily Breakfast and Lunch Selections: Milk Variety: Skim and 1%. Variety of fresh fruit or 100% fruit juice. A variety of Cereal & bread 
or protein item are offered daily Variety of fresh, canned, & frozen produce 
Selección diaria de desayunos y almuerzos. Se ofrece una variedad de leche: descremada y con el 1%. Una variedad de fruta fresca 
o jugo 100% de fruta. Una variedad de cereal y pan o un elemento que contenga proteína, diariamente. Una variedad de productos
frescos, enlatados y congelados.

*Contains Pork/Contiene carne de cerdo 


