
Steve Hamilton, Principal Phone: 303-690-6570
Kerstin Rowe, Assistant Principal Attendance: 303-326-1651
DeLisha Boyd, Dean of Students  Fax: 303-326-1251
Kevin Osborn, Dean of Students
Aretha Savaloja, Dean of Students

Columbia Middle School  •  17600 East Columbia Avenue  •  Aurora, Colorado 80013

Cougar
	 					News

Columbia’s website address:  http://columbia.aurorak12.org/

April 2017

Principal’s	Message
Columbia Community,
Welcome back from spring break! We hope that you and your family enjoyed a fun-filled break!  The end-of-year is just around the corner, 
and with it comes some important information, fun events and our annual spring fundraiser. Please be informed and prepared.

During the months of April and May, we will be finishing up our state testing, planning for our incoming 6th grade parent night, working 
with our current 6th and 7th graders to complete registration for the Fall 2017 semester, and wrapping up end-of-year planning.  In order for 
these various things to run smoothly, please help us with these tasks:

•	 Have	your	child	do	an	initial	locker	and	bedroom	clean-out	after	break	and	locate	those	random,	missing	school	items	that	must	be	
returned.

•	 Be	aware	of	upcoming	events	such	as	spring	concerts,	team	projects/activities,	registration,	etc.		Knowing	these	events	are	coming	makes	
them less of a last-minute surprise.

•	 Support	our	spring	fundraiser	that	runs	from	March	23rd	through	April	12th!

Some of the fun ahead includes students getting into a drawing for doing something with a staff member of their choice, climbing around on 
a huge, inflatable obstacle course, and even getting a chance to have a pizza lunch and limo ride!  We want the spring to be a balance of the 
important learning still ahead coupled with activities that give us all a chance to have fun and laugh with friends. See the fundraiser flyer later 
in this newsletter so that you may be informed about those specific activities and criteria.

Columbia, along with all other schools, has been given our budget for the upcoming school year, and although we have been impacted by 
district wide budget decisions, I am confident that we can keep the key items based on your feedback from the various surveys we’ve conducted.  
Those items most prevalent in your request include keeping academic teams and having different elective choices.  We will be able to meet 
both needs and will continue to look at several other suggestions that you provided us.

Finally, I want to thank you for all the feedback that we’ve received this school year regarding our first year of teaming, conducting student 
led conferences, and trying new communications with families.  We’ve learned much and will specifically put into place several of these ideas 
for the upcoming school year.  Also, do not forget to mark your calendars for the upcoming Comcast Cares Day event at Columbia on April 
22nd.  We are excited to be selected, along with Dalton Elementary school, to have a large volunteer day event to make improvements to both 
of our schools.  We need you for this, and yes families can join and Comcast is providing food!

Steve Hamilton, Principal



Mensaje	del	Director
Comunidad de Columbia,
¡Bienvenidos de regreso del receso de primavera! Espero que usted y su familia disfrutaron de un receso ¡lleno de diversión! El fin del año 
escolar está por llegar, y con eso viene información muy importante, eventos divertidos y nuestra venta anual para la recaudación de fondos 
en primavera. Por favor esté informado y preparado.

Durante los meses de abril y mayo, estaremos terminando nuestros exámenes estatales, planificando para la noche de puertas abiertas para 
estudiantes que estarán en 6to grado el próximo año y sus padres, trabajando con nuestros estudiantes en 6to y 7mo grado para completar la 
registración de clases para el otoño del 2017, y concluiremos la planificación de fin de año. Para que estas varias cosas salgan bien sin ningún 
problema, por favor ayúdenos con lo siguiente:

•	 Ponga	a	su	hijo(a)	a	que	limpie	so	gabinete	y	su	recamara	para	que	pueda	localizar	esas	cosas,	tal	y	como	libros,	que	tiene	que	regresar	a	
la escuela.

•	 Esté	al	tanto	de	esos	eventos	por	venir	tal	y	como	los	conciertos	de	primavera,	proyectos	y	actividades	de	equipo,	registración	de	clases,	
etc. El saber que estos eventos están por llegar los hará sentir menos como una sorpresa de último momento. 

•	 Apoye	nuestra	venta	de	recaudación	de	fondos	que	tomará	lugar	del	23	de	marzo	¡hasta	el	12	de	abril!

Algo de diversión por llegar incluye el sorteo en el cual tomarán parte los estudiantes para ganarse la oportunidad de hacer algo divertido con 
un miembro del personal docente, el jugar y brincar en un curso de obstáculos inflable, y hasta la oportunidad de ganarse una fiesta con pizza 
y subirse y andar en ¡una limusina! Queremos que la primavera sea un balance del aprendizaje importante que todavía tenemos por delante 
junto con las actividades que nos da a todos la oportunidad de divertirnos y reírnos con amigos. Vea el volante sobre las fechas de la venta de 
recaudación de fondo en este boletín para que usted este informado sobre esas actividades específicas y el criterio.

Columbia, junto con todas las demás escuelas, ha recibido el presupuesto para el año escolar por venir, y aunque hemos sido impactados por 
las decisiones del distrito sobre la reducción de presupuesto, estoy confidente en que podemos mantener las cosas importantes notadas en las 
opiniones recaudadas en las varias encuestas que hemos hecho. Las cosas más importantes  en sus peticiones incluye el mantener los equipos 
académicos y tener diferentes opciones de clases optativas. Nosotros podremos mantener ambas necesidades y continuaremos viendo otras 
sugerencias que nos han dado.

Finalmente, quiero agradecerle por todos los comentarios que hemos recibido este año escolar referente a nuestro primer año de equipos, las 
conferencias guiadas por estudiantes, y el uso de nuevas maneras de comunicación con las familias. Hemos aprendido mucho y emplearemos 
específicamente algunas de esas ideas el próximo año escolar. También, no se les olvide marcar sus calendarios para el próximo evento de 
“Comcast Cares Day” en Columbia el 22 de abril. Estamos emocionados de haber sido seleccionados,  junto con la escuela primaria Dalton, 
para tener un gran evento donde voluntarios harán mejorías a ambas de nuestras escuelas. Lo necesitamos para este evento, y sí, las familias 
nos puedes acompañar y ¡Comcast proveerá la comida! 

Steve Hamilton, Director

SI USTED NECESITA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CUALQUIER ARTÍCULO EN ESTE BOLETÍN, 
POR FAVOR COMUNÍQUESE CON MITZI TORRES AL NÚMERO 303-690-6570



Important	Numbers
Attendance	Line:		303-326-1651	(24	hours)	 	 	 Main	Office	Phone:		303-690-6570
Cafeteria:  303-326-1151                                       Main Office Fax:  303-326-1251
Counseling	Office:		303-326-1897	(Direct	Line)													 Counseling	Fax:		303-326-1898
Columbia’s Website:  columbia.aurorak12.org

Office Hours
Monday,	Tuesday,	Thursday,	Friday:		8:00	AM	–	4:30	PM
Wednesday:		9:30	AM	-	4:30	PM

Student Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
 1st Bell –  8:20 AM
	 2nd	Bell	–	8:30	AM	(Seated	in	first	period	classes)
	 Last	Bell	–		3:57	PM	(Students	dismissed	for	the	day)
	 Campus	Cleared	–	4:07	PM

Student Hours: Every Wednesday is a Late Start Day
 1st Bell – 9:50 AM
	 2nd	Bell	–	10:00	AM	(Seated	in	first	period	classes)
	 Last	Bell	–	3:57	PM	(Students	dismissed	for	the	day)
	 Campus	Cleared	–	4:07	PM

Breakfast is served from 8:00 – 8:15 – Except on Wednesdays.
Students must come in through the cafeteria doors, on the east entrance of the building.
Remember: NO breakfast on Wednesday.

Important	Dates	Coming	Up…
April 3  Welcome back from Spring Break!
April	6-7	 	 6th	Grade	Testing/throughout	the	day
April	10-11	 7th	and	8th	Grades	Testing/throughout	the	day
April 13  PTSO Meeting, 6:00PM
April	13-14	 8th	Grade	Testing/throughout	the	day	
April 22  Comcast Cares Day @ Columbia and Dalton, 8-3
May 3  Spring Open House for Incoming 5th Graders and Parents, 5:30-7:30PM
May	8-10		 Spring	Music	Concerts,	7:00PM	(check	w/	your	student	for	specific	night/date)

From	the	AP	(Mrs.	Kerstin	Rowe)
Hello Parents –
I have a few news bits I’d like to share with you:

We are excited to announce that Columbia is on Social Media! In case you missed it, our Facebook page has launched! We will post informa-
tion about upcoming events as well as news items. Please do visit and “like” our page:   Facebook.com/ColumbiaMSCougars

Spring testing is going very well. Please continue helping your students to get a good night’s sleep, eat a good breakfast, and do their best.

The remaining testing dates are:
•		April	6	and	7:			6th	grade	Math
•		April	10	and	11:		7th	and	8th	grade	Math
•		April	13	and	14:		8th	grade	Science

Columbia is so lucky to have been chosen to partake in Comcast Cares Day on April 22. We just need you! Please bring the whole family from 
8am – 3pm or as long as you can. Breakfast and lunch are provided. We can really use your help cleaning up and painting our building!

Kerstin Rowe, Assistant Principal



PTSO	Update
March was a busy and exciting month for the PTSO team, which 
included a lot of meetings and planning for the coming months:
•	 PTSO	sponsored	a	breakfast	for	the	teachers	in	March	to	show	

appreciation for all their help. Without the teachers we would 
not have been so successful and our heart-felt thanks goes out 
to them.

•	 PTSO	will	 be	 assisting	 with	 cake	 walk	 donations	 this	
month.

•	 PTSO	will	be	also	helping	the	Library	collect	box	tops	to	help	
raise money for the media center. The Advisory class that col-
lects the most box tops will receive a donut and juice party. 
Start saving those box tops. 

•	 Our	2nd	annual	fundraiser	is	coming	up	to	help	raise	money	
for our school, PTSO will be helping to supply water for the 
kids.

April spring showers will come with a lot of adventure:
•				 Our	2nd	annual	fundraiser	is	coming	up	to	help	raise	money	

for our school, PTSO will be helping supply water for the 
kids. 

•	 The	College	tour	to	Metro	University	is	April	19,2017	,	leaving	
the school at 11am . Students need to sign up for the tour. We 
will have lunch on campus so bring money or a snack lunch.

•	 We	are	very	honored	that	Comcast	has	chosen	our	school	for	
Comcast Care day , April 22,2017 . PTSO will also help with 
supplying the water.

•	 PTSO	will	be	sponsoring	a	Spring	Formal	dance	for	the	8th	
graders. This will be a great way to see our kiddos off to their 
new adventures.  PTSO is   asking if the parents have any 
gowns/prom	dresses	hanging	in	their	closest	that	they	would	
like to donate. We are looking for all sizes.

•	 April	28,	2017	AT	6pm-7:30	The	SAWS		pilot	program	will	
have the 1st graduation ceremony  and would like to invite all 
the staff, parents and students to attend.   

    
May
•	 In	May	PTSO	will	be	hosting	a	school	Talent	show	during	5th	

grade orientation. Stay tuned for more news to come. 

PTSO is always looking for more parents to be part of our team, 
please contact Stephanie Mason stephaniemason07@comcast.net

PTSO	Meeting	Dates	
2016-2017
6:00PM - Staff Lounge

2ND	SEMESTER
March 16
April 13
May 18

Message	from	the	
School	Nurse
Immunizations: If you have received notification that your student 
is not compliant for one or more immunizations, please remember 
that	the	deadline	to	have	those	done	is	April	14th.		Beginning	April	
17th, students will be excluded from school until we receive record 
of the immunizations being done or a signed exemption form.  
Please contact the nurse for any questions.

Feed Your Body/Feed Your Mind: Breakfast is often described as 
the most important meal of the day.  It not only provides important 
daily nutrients such as protein, fiber, calcium and carbohydrates, 
but it also helps improve school performance, allowing students 
to do better on tests, according to the Food and Nutrition Service. 
While breakfast is usually given credit for being the most important 
meal of the day, lunch is equally as essential. The calories in your 
child’s lunch are essential for their energy level for the afternoon 
ahead. Without a nutritious and well-balanced lunch, your child 
may feel sluggish and tired and probably will not be motivated to 
get much done. Your child will also feel hungry, which can cause 
headache, irritability and fatigue. I see many students first thing in 
the morning and after lunch with complaints that stem from them 
choosing not to eat breakfast or lunch. Please encourage your stu-
dents	to	have	breakfast	(some	toast	with	peanut	butter	and	a	piece	
of	fruit	or	cereal	with	milk	and	a	glass	of	juice)	and	to	have	a	plan	
for lunch so they can perform their absolute best in class!



What’s	Happening	In	Your	Child’s	Classroom?
6th	Grade	Team	Endeavor

Endeavor Social Studies News
In Social Studies we will do our last history unit on explorers, 
specifically, Magellan and do a small economics unit as well. These 
units are more hands on and active so please visit with your child 
about their new knowledge of sailing the high seas and test their 
economic skills as well.

Endeavor Science News
Science - In our final quarter, we will be investigating earth’s struc-
ture along with plate tectonics, volcanoes and earthquakes. This 
will lead into, and close out the year, with life on earth, evidence 
of ancient life, and the evolution of new life. We will explore the 
food and energy cycle and how organisms compete for reproductive 
success. Students will have the opportunity to research and look at 
fossils, build structures to withstand earthquakes, and participate 
in species adaptability experiments.

Endeavor Literacy News
In Literacy we will be finishing up our unit on Civil Rights after 
spring break. Then, we will be doing a unit on fast food! We’ll read 
all about the food we put into our bodies, the marketing behind 
the brands, and how it became so popular in the first place. The 
students will end this unit with a project on the fast food restaurant 
of their choice. 

If there is time, we may end the year with the novel Stargirl, a 
fantastic book about loving who you are. 

Endeavor Math News
We hope everyone had a fabulous spring break! We are excited 
about this last quarter to continue helping our students prepare 
for 7th grade. The 6th grade math team is collaborating with the 
7th grade math team about what priority state standards our 6th 
grade students should be ready for going into next fall. We will 
be focusing on these skills to better prepare our students for 7th 
grade next year.
Another focus this last eight weeks will be to begin at least one 
project based learning experience for our students. We are cur-
rently thinking of doing a project around how much and what 
kind of exercise it takes to burn off calories of McDonald’s food. 
This project would be reviewing our student’s knowledge around 
ratios and proportions.

Have a wonderful summer!

6th	Grade	Team	Dragon

Science: Mrs. Scales
During the months of March and April, we will complete an Earth 
Science	Unit.	We	will	explore	the	following:
1.  Complex interrelationships exist between Earth’s structure 

and natural processes that over time are both constructive and 
destructive	(focus	is	earthquakes	and	volcanos).

2.  Water on Earth is distributed and circulated through oceans, 
glaciers, rivers, ground water, and the atmosphere. 

3.  Earth’s natural resources provide the foundation for human 
society’s physical needs. Many natural resources are nonre-
newable on human timescales, while others can be renewed 
or recycled.

Social Studies: Mr. Geisler
During April and May students will research the voyage of Magel-
lan using primary and secondary source documents.  They will use 
the skills they have worked on in creating and defending a thesis 
statement.  To wrap the year up we will look at basic economic 
principles such as needs and wants, supply and demand, etc.

Math: Ms. Harder
In the month of April we will be PARCC testing for math, so stu-
dents will be reviewing concepts we’ve learned throughout the year.  
After testing we will continue our unit on Statistics and Probability 
and explore the following concepts:
-  applying mean, median, mode and range to real world prob-

lems
-  summarizing numerical data sets
-  displaying numerical data sets using number lines, dot plots, 

histograms, box plots, etc. 

Literacy: Mr. Hardy
The students should all take their unit book home with them each 
night and bring it to class with them each day.  The unit is broken 
into weekly subunits.  In general, we will be following this sched-
ule for each subunit.  Monday and Tuesday consist of reading and 
annotating two articles or texts.  Wednesday is when the students 
will write their plan for the essay.  Thursday is when the students 
write their rough draft.  All of this work so far is handwritten in the 
unit books.  Friday is when they will finalize their essay by typing 
it into an assignment in Google Classroom.  They will have time 
in class to work on each part, but usually there is a little left for 
them to do each night for homework.  There are also vocabulary 
assessments covering prefixes and suffixes every two weeks.  Their 
words can be found in Quizlet.  There is a link to this website in 
Google Classroom.  The unit book that they have currently is green 
and revolves around the Civil Rights Movement.



7th	Grade	Team	Discovery

Team Discovery just celebrated our students in a grade level assem-
bly.  We celebrated students with perfect attendance, great work 
habits, and all ADVs and Ps in 3rd quarter.  Congratulations!!!  
Keep up the good work!

This month in Literacy, students are finishing up the novel The 
Outsiders and we will continue working on the non-fiction Sign 
Posts.  They are: Contrasts; Extreme Language; Numbers and Stats; 
Quoted Words; Word Gaps.  Students will be using these to help 
them better understand non-fiction.  We will be reading articles 
about DNA, Genetics, and Cloning.  Students will learn how to 
write well constructed essays using transitions and incorporating 
evidence and explanation.  Our focus will be on using reading 
strategies and writing essays.

This month in Science we will be learning about human body 
systems, the things that make us sick, and how to treat them.

Team Discovery Math: 
In math classes this month we are learning about  exponential versus 
linear relationships and how they can be compared using tables, 
graphs and equations. We are also looking at related vocabulary 
such as independent and dependent variables, slope and y-intercept, 
along	with	y-intercept	form	(y	=	mx	+	b).	In	other	classes	we	are	
looking at Transformations, Angles, Inequalities and Exponential 
relationships. 

*Additional	math	practice	would	be	logging	into	IXL.com/signin/
columbiams and working with problems in 7th grade math around 
integers, rational numbers, and operations with fractions.

**	Parents/Guardians	remember	that	it	is	ok	to	show	your	student	
different strategies to solve a problem even if it is different from 
what they learned in class. There is more than one way to solve 
different math problems and it cannot hurt them to learn multiple 
strategies.

This month in Social Studies, we have finished up the Middle Ages.  
We are now going to head into the Renaissance and the Reforma-
tion of the church.

What’s	Happening	In	Your	Child’s	Classroom?
7th	Grade	Team	Apollo-Soyuz

As we enter into the last quarter of the year, students will be compar-
ing different forms of government from ancient history and using 
criteria that identify the attributes of a good government.  Students 
will be studying governments from feudal Japan, Greece, Rome, 
and Egypt.  As they study these examples of government they will 
be creating a list of what good government should and should not 
do.  Towards the middle of the quarter we will be studying inven-
tion and discovery throughout history in the Eastern Hemisphere. 
Students will understand how technology and science change how 
humans interact with one another and with the environment in 
both positive and negative ways.

Seventh grade science on Apollo-Soyuz is finishing up its work with 
body systems.  We are working on media campaigns to prevent the 
spreading of disease for our final work.  There will also be a final 
exam	for	body	systems	on	April	14th.		Students	have	been	provided	
all notes and guidelines around the exam.  Please make sure they 
are studying each night.  Thank you, Mr. Witzke.

What’s New In Math 4th Quarter!
Remind is a great way to stay on top of homework assignments.  
Students and parents can get a regular text message of assignments 
and updates directly to their phone.  
https://www.remind.com/

Remind Join Codes:
Pd.1   8e8gcg
Pd.3   eehb9
Pd.2,	4	and	5		 h4f6fh

All graded assignments and announcements will be in Canvas for 
the remainder of the year.  Parents can log into their student’s ac-
count using the information below.  Final grades will still be posted 
in Infinite Canvas.

https://canvas.instructure.com/
Username:		 google	email	ex:	student1234@aurorak12.org
Password: student ID #

CMASOPOLOY is ongoing in Literacy right now, and will con-
tinue until April. 12th.  A winning team will be crowned in each 
of Mrs. Mugatha’s class periods.  Ask your child about this super 
fun	 review	of	 all	 literacy	 skills,	 including	 vocabulary,	 grammar/
mechanics, reading comprehension, and writing composition.  
They have been having a great time and learning a lot through 
some friendly competition.



8th	Grade	Team	Phoenix

Social Studies: We will examine the economic, 
technological, scientific and industrial challenges 
that caused the American Civil War. Once we 
discover the causes of the America Civil War, 
we will discuss, read, and learn about the major 
obstacles and battles of the War.

Science: We are continuing our work with 
Forces and constructing coaster cars
 
Math:  We are continuing to review for our 
upcoming PARCC testing by revisiting linear 
functions and other 8th grade prioritized stan-
dards.  After testing completes, we will move 
into scientific notation, statistics, and bivariate 
data.

Literacy: After PARCC and spring break, we 
will be wrapping up our Holocaust unit with a 
multigenre writing project.  Then, we will begin 
preparing for the James Madison Legacy project 
that we are working on in both Social Studies 
and Literacy  Students will become researchers 
and experts in specific questions related to the 
United	States	Constitution.

What’s	Happening	In	Your	Child’s	Classroom?
8th	Grade	Team	Orion

As	we	head	for	the	final	leg	of	8th	grade,	we	would	like	to	remind	parents/guardians	of	
some year ending information.
•	 	 8th	Grade	 End	 of	Year	Dance:	May	 19th,	 from	 5:30-7	 (Columbia	Middle	

School)
•	 End	of	Year	Celebration:	May	24th	at	Rangeview	High	School	(more	details	 to	

come)	*Tentatively

Congratulations to our March Students of the Month:
Joselyn Taylor – Female
Bruce Maringka – Male

Learning taking place in the classroom:
Literacy: Our students did an amazing job on Literacy PARCC this year! I am so proud 
of them! In April we will be wrapping up our Holocaust unit and will be moving in to a 
unit on Conspiracy Theories. We will also be working with Social Studies on the James 
Madison project. Please check in with students concerning the work they are doing!

Math:  We are continuing to review for our upcoming PARCC testing by revisiting 
linear functions and other 8th grade prioritized standards.  After testing completes, we 
will move into scientific notation, statistics, and bivariate data.

Science: Students have finished up their vehicles.  This unit was focused on motion and 
Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion.  Students had fun racing their cars and getting their cars to 
go as far as they could.  Our next unit will be all about weather and climate.  We will be 
learning all about weather systems, temperatures, climates and climate zones.  In addi-
tion to the Math section of the PARCC test the students will also be taking the CMAS 
test the second week of April.  It is important for the students to get a good night sleep 
that week and to eat a good breakfast.  

Social Studies: Students are currently concluding a westward expansion unit specifically 
focusing on the Native American Removal Act as students finished writing a 5 paragraph 
essay before Spring Break. Students will begin studying the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
As we move towards the end of the year, students will complete a culminating project 
through the James Madison Legacy project in which they will study different aspects of 
the	U.S.	Constitution	in	depth	and	present	a	4	minute	speech	in	a	mock	Congressional	
Hearing in May.



Message	from	the	ELD	
Department
Students in English Language Development have been sequencing events 
using a timeline.  Students have used quizlet to learn about important 
dates and vocabulary associated with the life of Anne Frank.  Students 
then worked in teams to create a timeline in pictures based on the Diary 
of Anne Frank. Once students had their timelines set, they added dates 
and	captions	to	the	photos.	Upon	completion	of	their	timeline,	students	
were able to take a virtual tour of the secret annex which housed the Frank 
family while they hid during WWII. Several ELD students are reading 
the Diary of Anne Frank in literacy class, so this lesson served as a way 
to help students become familiar with vocabulary and events prior to 
reading the story in literacy. In addition, we’re continuing our support 
of math classes; students practice mathematical concepts daily as a warm 
up activity when they first enter the classroom. ELD students have access 
to websites that provide English and Spanish math tutorials. 

Mensaje	del	
departamento	de	ELD
Los estudiantes en el programa de desarrollo del idioma ingles han estado 
ordenando eventos usando una línea de tiempo. Los estudiantes han 
usado quizlet para aprender sobre las fechas importantes y el vocabulario 
asociado con la vida de Anne Frank. Los estudiantes trabajaron en equi-
pos y crearon una línea de tiempo en fotos basado en el diario de Anne 
Frank.	Una	vez	que	los	estudiantes	tenían	su	línea	de	tiempo	lista,	ellos	
añadieron fechas y leyendas a las fotos. Al terminar su línea de tiempo, 
los estudiantes pudieron tomar un recorrido virtual de los secretos anejos 
que dieron albergue a la familia Frank mientras se escondieron durante 
la segunda guerra mundial. Varios estudiantes de ELD estuvieron ley-
endo el Diario de Anne Frank en la clase de alfabetización, así que esta 
lección sirvió de tal manera que ayudo a estudiantes a familiarizarse con 
el vocabulario y los eventos antes de leer la historia en la clase de alfa-
betización. Adicionalmente, estamos continuando nuestro apoyo de las 
clases de matemáticas; los estudiantes practican conceptos matemáticos 
diariamente como una actividad de calentamiento cuando apenas llegan 
al salón. Los estudiantes de ELD tienen acceso a las páginas de internet 
que proveen tutoriales en inglés y español. 

Update	from	your	PE/
Health	Team!
As we head into the summer, physical education classes are moving 
outside! After spring break students can expect to learn and participate 
in Soccer and Flag Football. We will be ending the year with recreation 
games and our final assessments of Fitness Testing. Recreation games are 
intended to give students the opportunity to learn easy activities that 
they can play outside of physical education time with a group of friends 
on a sunny day. The final assessments for fitness testing include assess-
ing our strength, endurance, and flexibility. Students will go through a 
series of activities, such as the sit and reach, the pacer run, push up’s and 
sit up’s, that will determine if they have improved their overall fitness 
throughout the second semester.  

Visual	Arts	News
Festival of the Arts
The annual Aurora Public Schools Festival of the Arts will be on 
display at the Town Center of Aurora from April 10 through April 
22, 2017. Columbia art will be on display upstairs near Sears and 
in the 3-D area upstairs near JC Penney. Students with work in 
the show will be notified once the show is on display.

New Tardy and Unexcused Absence Policy in Art
Some students that have art have begun to be consistently tardy 
to class. This is a concern because it takes longer to get the entire 
class started when tardy students keep trickling in after the bell has 
rung. Students also miss out on important start of class informa-
tion	when	they	are	tardy.	Unexcused	absences	make	it	harder	for	
students to keep up with their learning and their work. 

To encourage good attendance habits for the remainder of the 
year, this is the new policy for unexcused tardies and unexcused 
absences in art:
•	 Beginning	April	3,	every	3rd	unexcused	tardy	or	unexcused	ab-

sence, or combination of the two will result in a detention. 
•	 Detention	may	be	paid	during	the	following	lunch	and	recess	

by getting a pass to art, getting lunch as quickly as possible, 
coming	to	the	art	room	at	the	start	of	lunch/recess	time	and	
remaining	there	until	the	end	of	lunch/recess	time.	

•	 If	behavior	is	disruptive	to	the	class	in	the	art	room	during	
detention, an additional detention may be earned and all 
future detentions will be held after school.

Please encourage your child to be on time to all classes and be sure 
to call the Columbia attendance line to report absences so Infinite 
Campus accurately reflects excused vs. unexcused absences.

8th grade students with visual arts are wrapping up a unit on 
printmaking. They will be working on clay next. Their first 
project is a project of their choice. After that, they will work to 
interpret drawings from Dalton Elementary students into clay 
sculptures. After the sculptures are finished, they will be given to 
the Dalton students. If this collaboration is successful, the Dalton 
and Columbia art teachers hope to make it a regular project.

6th grade students in period 3 are continuing to work with clay 
and learning to draw in one point perspective. 

6th	grade,	DLC	and	ILC	students	in	period	4	are	working	with	
clay, printmaking, collage, painting and drawing.

7th grade students with visual arts in period 6 are working on 
weavings and drawing accurate portraits using a grid method.

7th grade students with visual arts in period 7 are working on 
paintings	 using	 tints	 and	 shades	 (light	 and	 dark	 values	 of	 a	
color).	After	their	painting	is	done,	they	have	a	choice	between	
a kaleidoscope word drawing or a clay hand project.

Did you know general admission to the Denver Art Museum is 
FREE for all youth 18 and under? Adults also get in with free gen-
eral admission on the first Saturday of every month. Please note 
that general admission does not include some ticketed exhibits. 
Contact the Denver Art Museum for more information. 





Band/Orchestra	News
Tri-M Honor Society will be hosting a lunch time fundraiser and we are collecting duct tape so that we can charge $1 per yard of duct tape to 
attach staff member to the columns in the commons. Please send duct tape to Ms. Scheideman in the band room. This event will take place 
during	lunch/recess	in	each	grade	level	on	April	20.	

Intermediate Band will be attending the Aurora Public Schools music festival on April 27that Central High School. Field trip forms have been 
sent home with those students. 

Concerts are coming up! May 8th is the Advanced Ensembles concert, May 9th is the Intermediate Concert, and May 10th is the 6th grade 
concert. All at 7pm. Students performing must arrive by 6:30PM those nights. 

The Advanced Music Classes will be attending the Elitches Music Festival on May 13th. Field trip forms and details have been sent home 
with the students. 

Nina Scheideman
Columbia Middle School
Instrumental Music Teacher

Columbia	Library	News
The	Battle	of	the	Books	will	be	held	on	Thursday	May	4.	In	order	to	compete	with	their	team,	students	must	have	read	at	least	3	of	the	books	
on the list. Check with Mrs. DeBlock in the library to make sure you qualify to battle. Don’t let your teammates down! The winning team 
will earn prizes.

NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY
Babysitter’s Club by Ann Martin
Drawing D C Superheroes by Aaron Sautter
Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
Keep Me in Mind by Jaime Reed
Marceline and the Scream Queens by Meredith Gran
Monster on the Road Is Me by J. Romney
Slacker by Gordon Korman
To Catch a Cheat by Varian Johnson
Warden’s Daughter by Jerry Spinelli
Wings of Fire: Escaping Peril by Tui Sutherland

Notice	to	Our	Neighbors
Please know that the trash dumpsters on our property are for school use ONLY. Please do not bring your disposable items and 
leave them in or our around our dumpsters. We appreciate your support with this. 






