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Principal’s	Message
Columbia Community,
We wish you and your family Happy Holidays and a fabulous New 
Year ahead.  Columbia staff continues to work toward improving the 
educational experience for every student.  This work is ultimately 
about a partnership with the families and students in our com-
munity.  As we enter the spring semester, we will be continuing to 
adjust our communications and supports for you, our community.  
Earlier, we discussed and shared information about the new middle 
school pilot.  

The spring newsletters will move to an online format saving 
our school about $3000/year in printing costs.  Along with this 
change, we are soliciting specific input from you regarding the 
types of communication that you prefer.  Please use this link to 
indicate your communication preferences: http://tinyurl.com/
CMS-socialmedia

If you are a parent of an 8th grade student, you will need to plan 
on attending the high school transition night on January 19th.  
In response to our community requests, we have presentations 
throughout the evening from the various high school and technical 
schools in Aurora Public Schools and information on many other 
aspects of the transition your 8th grader will be making going into 
9th grade.  This evening is a one-stop shop and saves families from 
having to set up six different visitations to the various 9th grade 
programs.  It also gives you the chance to ask questions about the 
next four years of your child’s education.

When? For example: In February, students in 6th and 7th grade 
will be participating in a process to identify elective interests for the 
2017-2018 school year which will help us develop and plan for our 
future schedule.  The actual spring registration process for these two 
grades will happen right after spring break.  In the interim, I want 
to explain how student performance is critical to the programs and 
classes that we include into our schedule as support.  Throughout 

the year, teachers collect data on student performance through 
assignments, tests, quarterly assessments, and standardized tests.  
This data is consistently used to determine next steps in classroom 
instruction and the overall data trends in math and literacy are 
used to place students into support programs.  It is important that 
your child consistently show his/her best effort so that teachers 
may provide the appropriate instruction and we can develop the 
correct class schedule.

In developing our school’s state learning plan this year, I did fur-
ther research on the impact that student attendance and academic 
performance at the middle school level has on student graduation 
rates from high school.  In short, this data specifically identifies risk 
factors that begin in 6th grade.  Sixth-grade students with one or 
more low performance indicators in math and literacy, and issues 
specifically connected to attendance, have less than a 75% chance 
of graduating high school on time.  The connection here is straight 
forward: middle school students must be in school, in class, and 
actively developing math and literacy skills starting in 6th grade to 
be successful in high school.  Please make sure that you continue to 
communicate to your son/daughter the value that a strong middle 
school education will have on his/her future.

Finally, please remember that your child’s core teachers (math, sci-
ence, literacy and social studies) all share a common planning block 
and are available during that time weekly to conference with you 
and support you and your child on this middle school journey.  We 
know that these middle school years are the second most significant 
years for physical and mental development in human being’s life, 
and only surpassed developmentally by the first five years of life.  
Staying in close communications will help us work together, find 
success, and navigate this short three year window of learning.

Steve Hamilton, Principal 



SI USTED NECESITA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CUALQUIER ARTÍCULO EN ESTE BOLETÍN, 
POR FAVOR COMUNÍQUESE CON MITZI TORRES AL NÚMERO 303-690-6570

Mensaje	del	Director
Comunidad de Columbia,
Le deseamos a usted  a su familia felices días festivos y un fabuloso año Nuevo por llegar. El personal docente de Columbia continua trabajando 
para la mejoría de una experiencia educativa para cada estudiante. Este trabajo es últimamente sobre la asociación con las familias y estudiantes 
en nuestra comunidad. Al empezar el semestre de primavera, continuaremos ajustando nuestras comunicaciones y apoyos para ustedes, nuestra 
comunidad. En el pasado, hemos discutido y compartido información sobre el nuevo piloto de escuelas secundarias.     

Los boletines mensuales en la primavera serán cambiados a un formato por internet que ahorrará a nuestra escuela alrededor de $3,000 por 
año en costos de impresión. Aparte de este cambio, estamos solicitando su opinión referente a los tipos de comunicación que usted prefiere. 
Por favor use este enlace para indicar su preferencia de comunicación: http://tinyurl.com/CMS-socialmedia

Si usted es un(a) padre(madre) de un estudiante en 8vo grado, usted necesitará planificar asistir a la noche de transición el 19 de enero. Para 
responder a las peticiones de la comunidad, tendremos presentaciones durante la noche de las varias preparatorias y escuelas técnicas en las 
Escuelas Públicas de Aurora, e información de muchos otros aspectos sobre la transición que su estudiante en 8vo grado hará hacia el 9no grado. 
Esa noche proveerá un lugar común donde las familias podrán aprender de las 6 diferentes opciones y programas disponibles en el distritito. 
También le dará la oportunidad para hacer preguntas sobre los próximos cuatro años de la educación de su hijo(a).

En febrero, los estudiantes en 6to y 7mo grado estarán participando en el proceso de identificar sus intereses de clases optativas para el año 
escolar 2017-2018, el cual nos ayudará a desarrollar y planificar la programación de clases del futuro. El proceso de registración de la prima-
vera para estos dos grados sucederá inmediatamente después del receso de primavera. Mientras tanto, quiero explicar cómo el rendimiento 
estudiantil es crítico a los programas y clases que incluiremos en el horario de clases como apoyo. Durante el año escolar, los maestros reúnen 
información sobre el rendimiento estudiantil por medio de trabajo escolar, exámenes, evaluaciones cada trimestre y exámenes estandarizados.  
Esta información reunida es consistentemente usada para determinar los próximos pasos en la instrucción del salón y las tendencias de infor-
mación general en matemáticas y alfabetismo son usadas para asignar estudiantes en los programas de apoyo. Es importante que su hijo(a) 
haga su mejor esfuerzo consistentemente para que los maestros puedan proveer la instrucción apropiada y que podamos desarrollar el horario 
de clases correcto.

Al desarrollar nuestro plan de aprendizaje estatal de este año, hice más investigaciones sobre el impacto que la asistencia escolar y el desem-
peño académico al nivel de secundaria tienen en el porcentaje de graduación de estudiantes de la preparatoria. En resumen, esta información 
identifica específicamente los factores de riesgo que empiezan en 6to grado. Los estudiantes en sexto grado con uno o más indicadores bajos 
de rendimiento en matemáticas y alfabetismo, y problemas relacionados específicamente con la asistencia escolar, tienen menos de 75% de 
posibilidad de graduarse de la preparatoria a tiempo. La conexión aquí es muy clara: los estudiantes de secundaria deben de estar en la escuela, 
en clase, y desarrollando habilidades de matemáticas y alfabetismo empezando en 6to grado para que sean exitosos en la escuela preparatoria. 
Por favor asegúrense de que ustedes continúen comunicándose con su hijo(a) sobre el valor que tiene la educación secundaria para su futuro.     

Finalmente, por favor recuerde que los cuatro maestros principales de su hijo(a) (de matemáticas, ciencia, alfabetización y estudios sociales) 
comparten un periodo de tiempo común para planificación y están disponibles durante ese horario semanalmente para reunirse con ustedes 
y apoyarles a ustedes y sus hijos durante este sendero de la secundaria. Sabemos que estos años escolares intermedios son los segundos más 
significantes para el desarrollo físico y mental en la vida de un humano, y solamente sobrepasado por los primero cinco años de vida.  El man-
tenernos en comunicación cerca nos ayudará a trabajar juntos, encontrar éxito, y navegar esta corta ventana de aprendizaje de tres años. 

Steve Hamilton, Director



Important	Numbers
Attendance Line:  303-326-1651 (24 hours)   Main Office Phone:  303-690-6570
Cafeteria:  303-326-1151                                       Main Office Fax:  303-326-1251
Counseling Office:  303-326-1897 (Direct Line)             Counseling Fax:  303-326-1898
Columbia’s Website:  columbia.aurorak12.org

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  8:00 AM – 4:30 PM
Wednesday:  9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Student Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
 1st Bell –  8:20 AM
 2nd Bell – 8:30 AM (Seated in first period classes)
 Last Bell –  3:57 PM (Students dismissed for the day)
 Campus Cleared – 4:07 PM

Student Hours: Every Wednesday is a Late Start Day
 1st Bell – 9:50 AM
 2nd Bell – 10:00 AM (Seated in first period classes)
 Last Bell – 3:57 PM (Students dismissed for the day)
 Campus Cleared – 4:07 PM

Breakfast is served from 8:00 – 8:15 – Except on Wednesdays.
Students must come in through the cafeteria doors, on the east entrance of the building.
Remember: NO breakfast on Wednesday.

Important	Dates	Coming	Up…
Dec. 5  Advance Choir, Band and Orchestra Concerts, Cafeteria/Commons, 7:00PM
Dec. 6  Intermediate Choir, Band and Orchestra Concerts, Cafeteria/Commons, 7:00PM
Dec. 7  6th Grade Choir, Band and Orchestra Concerts, Cafeteria/Commons, 7:00PM
Dec. 15  Last Day of 2nd Quarter/1st Semester
Dec. 16  Teacher Workday (No School)
Dec. 19-Jan. 2 Winter Break (No School)
Jan. 19  8th Grade Transition Night, 5:30-7:30PM

Change	of	Address
Address changes for families can be done at the school, without the 
parent having to visit Centralized Admissions.  This is for active 
students attending Aurora Public Schools, who have moved.  To 
change your address with the school, you must provide a photo 
ID and Proof of Residency. (Call school or go to aurorak12.org for 
further information.)   Parents MUST visit Centralized Admissions 
for a change of address when the address is out of district or there 
is a change in custody and/or guardianship.

Reminder	When	
Withdrawing	Students	
from	Columbia
When withdrawing your student from Columbia, please let the 
Registrar in the Student Support Center know 24 hours in advance 
of the withdrawal.  The parent/guardian needs to sign a withdrawal 
form.  The student is then responsible to take a withdrawal paper 
around to their classrooms, media center, cafeteria and nurse for 
signatures on their last day of attendance.  They must also clean 
out their hall locker and PE locker (if applicable) and return all 
Columbia materials, such as text books, library books etc.



PTSO	
MEETING	DATES	2016-2017
6:00PM	-	Staff	Lounge

1ST SEMESTER  2ND SEMESTER
August 18   January 19
September 15   February 16
October 20   March 16
November 17   April 13
December 8   May 18

PTSO will be kicking off December by a candy cane sale during 
lunch for $.50 this will run from December 1-14. Money raised 
goes to the PTSO. Volunteers for the candy sales are welcome. 

PTSO will also be selling coffee, coco, and snacks the nights of 
school concerts, December 5, 6, 7. 

PTSO has a new girls group SAWS (Striving And Will Succeed) 
on Wednesdays 4pm-4:50pm. This group helps build self-esteem 
and Empowerment. This group also helps with daily issues such as 
peer pressure, anger, sadness. 

PTSO has had a great start to the year. We would like you to come 
join us and get involved at our next meeting. Come join us and voice 
any concerns and all your ideas. Our next meeting is December 8, 
2016 from 6pm-7pm. 

Our next meeting we will be going over the budget for next year and 
the Unified Improvement Plan and how the money will be spent. 

If you have any questions about Columbia’s PTSO, please contact 
one of the board members listed below.  

President - Stephanie Mason (stephaniemason07@comcast.net)
Vice President - Laurie Marshall (toomanymarshalls@gmail.com)
Treasurer - Angelique Brining (abrining@centurylink.net)
Secretary - Sarajoe Garza (garvagandy@gmail.com)

Message	from	our	
Kitchen	Manager
Parents,  
The holidays are approaching and we will be on break again.  Please 
have your student write their lunch number on the back of their 
ID or in a safe place where they can access it when school resumes 
after the break.

Thank you,

Sandy Noguchi
Columbia Kitchen Manager

Open	Enrollment
The open enrollment application window is from January 15 to 
May 1 for the 2017–2018 school year.   

Choice/open enrollment application forms are available at every 
school, in centralized admissions offices, and on the APS web site 
at www.aps.k12.us/family/admissions. Applications should be 
submitted directly to the school of choice.

Open enrollment students currently attending Columbia do not 
need to reapply.

To view APS Intra-District or Inter-District Choice/Open Enroll-
ment policies, please visit the Web site at www.aps.k12.co.us/family/
admissions/options.htm.



From	the	AP
(Mrs.	Kerstin	Rowe)

Dear Parents,
At the close of the 1st semester, based on your feedback, I am addressing one of the many ways you can help support your child’s education 
this year.

Several people have asked how to keep up on your students’ grades. We educators truly appreciate parents who are involved and check in on 
how their children are doing. 

“Research from Harvard University’s Family Research Project  shows that the children of involved parents tend to do better in school across a 
number of measures, including a higher overall GPA, better scores on standardized tests, and an increased likelihood of enrolling in college” 
(middleweb.com).

Teachers at Columbia keep graded assignment records either in IC’s Parent Portal, or in Google classroom. Please find out from your student’s 
teachers what they use.

Parent Portal: If you do not have a Parent Portal account, please come in and speak to someone in the Main Office. They can make sure you 
have an account.

The following information is available to users of the Portal: 
•	 Account	Information,	Attendance,	Gradebook	(Secondary	Only),	Reports,	Schedule	
•	 The	Schedule	lists	the	student’s	classes	in	each	period	and	each	term.	
•	 Users	can	email	the	teacher	directly	by	clicking	on	the	envelope	icon	within	each	period.	
•	 Users	can	also	see	what	assignments	have	been	given	and	graded	by	clicking	on	the	class	link	within	the	period.	If	assignment	information	

is available, an assignment icon will display. 
•	 The	assignment	detail	will	show	the	grades	for	the	grading	tasks,	assignment	names	and	scores,	total	class	scores,	and	any	comments	

Google classroom: There is no “parent-only” view in Google classroom. You will need your student’s login information to sign in. 

To find grades:
•	 Find	on	the	“Tri-Bar”	that	is	on	each	page	(it	looks	like	three	short	lines	on	top	of	each	other).	
•	 Click	on	the	Tri-Bar.	
•	 Click	“Work.”	
•	 Click	“Done.”	You	should	then	see	a	list	of	all	your	students’	assignments	with	grades.	

Please, always feel free to email or call your student’s teachers. The core-content teachers are all on a team together and share a common plan 
time, so you can connect with them all at once. If you do not know the contact information, just call the main office.

Thank you for your continued support of your student’s learning!

Kerstin Rowe, Assistant Principal

Attendance	Updates
Are you planning a family trip for the holidays? As you think about your arrangements, we want to stress the importance of sending your 
child to school every day possible. Every year, absences spike in the weeks before and after the winter holiday as families squeeze in a few more 
vacation days. It’s time to break that cycle. We know that just a few missed days here and there, even if they’re excused absences, can add up to 
too much lost learning time and put your child behind in school. Put simply, too many absences can affect a student’s chances for academic 
success and eventually for graduation.
 
We recognize that holidays are an important time for reconnecting with families far away. The costs of plane tickets often influence when you 
want to travel. But keep in mind the costs to your children’s education if they miss too much school— and the message you will be sending 
about the importance of attendance. Even if you’ve got a homework packet from the teacher, it doesn’t make up for the interaction and learn-
ing that happens in the classroom. Our teachers will be teaching, and our students will be learning, right up until vacation starts and the first 
day back.  This holiday season; give your children the gift of an education and the habit of attendance. 



Celebrate	Columbia’s	Students	of	the	Month	
1st	Semester
August
6th grade- 
Dragon:  Michael Trujillo & Brooke Shelton
Endeavor: Adriana King & Luis Tinajero-Areola 

7th grade- 
Apollo: Collin Lowe & Zenebia Groce
Discovery: Ayana Simpson & Michael Do 

8th grade- 
Orion: Ariana Lares Bencomo & Dayne Olson
Phoenix: Jose Soto Echeveste & Lily Eberly

September
6th grade- 
Dragon:  Britney Maringka & Phillip Nguyen
Endeavor: Brenner Steinkamp & Yaretzi Arriaga Bolanos

7th grade- 
Apollo: Ulises Perez & Evelyn Cruz Mancera
Discovery: Tamara Arellano & Manuel Lopez Vega 

8th grade- 
Orion: Andrew Ebert & Alexandra Wiegand
Phoenix: Sarah Aschenberg & Gonzalo Ortiz Mata

October
6th grade- 
Dragon:  La’Jaydia Bowie & James Holland
Endeavor: Ayomide Akintola & Kaden Green 

7th grade- 
Apollo: Anthony Conforti & Drew Neagley
Discovery: Kayla Faustino & Brenten Lucero 

8th grade- 
Orion: Liam Barrett & Jazmin Arellano Macias
Phoenix: Francisco Tobar-Meza & Mercedes Lopez

November
6th grade- 
Dragon:  Javon Mayers & Adison Johnson
Endeavor: Thyler Endita & Matteo Durdic 

7th grade- 
Apollo: Zion Baron & A’mya Winfrey
Discovery: Isabella Estrada & Brian Figueroa Pineda 

8th grade- 
Orion: Jacob Broderick & Ryleigh Vaughn
Phoenix: Omar Granados & Sarah Aschenberg

Congratulations to all these students! They were hand selected by their teachers to receive 
the honor. Students of the Month get a front-of-the-line pass for a month and their picture 
is displayed on the board by the main office. 



News	from	the	ELD	
Department
English Language Development (ELD) classes are busy preparing 
for the upcoming ACCESS assessment.  ACCESS is the Colorado 
State Assessment for students who speak a second language or reside 
in a home where a second language is spoken. We will begin assess-
ing listening skills on January 10, 2017. Students will test over four 
domains: speaking, reading, writing and listening, entirely on the 
computer. In an effort to prepare for this online assessment, most 
of our learning in ELD is taking place on the computer for the 
remainder of this semester. Currently, students are reading an article 
about how stress affects boys and girls differently.  The students are 
using the article to practice their reading comprehension, listening, 
writing and speaking skills. In addition, students are practicing new 
vocabulary and academic language frames used to summarize the 
most important points in an article, event or process. 

Noticias	del	
Departmento	del	
Desarrollo	del	Idioma	
Ingles	(ELD)
Las clases de Desarrollo del Idioma Inglés están ocupadas pre-
parándose para las evaluaciones de nombre: ACCESS. ACCESS 
es el examen estatal para estudiantes que hablan un segundo idi-
oma o que viven en un hogar donde se habla un segundo idioma. 
Empezaremos evaluando las habilidades de comprensión (el idioma 
escuchado) el 10 de enero de 2017. Los estudiantes tomarán ese 
examen en cuatro áreas: hablar, leer, escribir, y escuchar/comp-
rensión, y todas las evaluaciones serán por computadora. Para 
poder prepararlos para este examen por internet, la mayoría del 
aprendizaje del programa ELD tomara lugar en la computadora 
el resto del semestre. Actualmente, los estudiantes están leyendo 
un artículo que les ayudará a practicar sobre como el estrés afecta 
a los niños y a las niñas diferente. Los estudiantes están usando el 
artículo para practicar las habilidades de la lectura, la comprensión, 
la escucha, lectura y escritura. Adicionalmente, los estudiantes están 
practicando vocabulario nuevo y estructuras académicas del idioma 
usadas para hacer un resumen de los puntos más importantes en 
un artículo, evento o proceso. 

What’s	Happening	
In	Your	Child’s	
Classroom?
6th Grade Team Endeavor
SOCIAL	STUDIES
In social studies we have finished our study of the early human move 
from hunting and gathering to farming through the agricultural 
revolution. We are currently focusing on the rise of civilizations 
and the features all civilizations have in common. We will be 
applying this knowledge to the Maya civilization and forming a 
thesis statement about what their greatest achievement was before 
winter break. 

LITERACY
In literacy, we are working on a Social Justice unit, looking at current 
issues. This week we are focused on child labor. Next week we will 
focus on child soldiers, and the following week we will talk about 
homelessness. This will take us up to fall break. This curriculum 
is not as heavily reliant on technology.  The unit is broken into 
weekly sub-units.  In general, we will be following this schedule 
for each sub-unit.  Monday and Tuesday consist of reading and 
annotating two articles or texts.  Wednesday is when the students 
will write their plan for the essay.  Thursday is when the students 
write their rough draft.  All of this work so far is handwritten in the 
unit books.  Friday is when they will finalize their essay by typing 
it into an assignment in Google Classroom.  They will have time 
in class to work on each part, but usually there is a little left for 
them to do each night for homework.  There are also vocabulary 
assessments covering prefixes and suffixes every two weeks.  Their 
words can be found in Quizlet.  There is a link to this website in 
Google Classroom.

MATH
We are currently learning ratios and proportions in our math classes. 
A great tool that we have been using for homework that helps 
support our learning is ixl.com. Your student has their username 
and password and can practice a variety of the expected skills 6th 
graders need to know. Have a great winter break!

SCIENCE
In science we are studying air quality and what things contribute 
to pollution and to the air we breathe; water and what things con-
tribute to the contamination of it. We will be looking at pollution 
on a molecular level, so, we will be studying atoms, molecules and 
how they bond together and interact. This is an interesting time 
in science class because we are digging into the chemistry of things 
that make up our world, keep us healthy or, make us sick.  We 
have already discussed topics like states of matter, mass, density 
and volume. We have delved into interactions of molecules when 
exposed to heat. We will go further and create models of molecules 
and learn how atoms bond with each other. Ultimately, the goal 
of this investigation is to answer the big question, “how can we 
improve air and water quality in our community.”



What’s	Happening	In	Your	Child’s	Classroom?
6th Grade Team Dragon
In Literacy class, we have moved on to a new type of 
curriculum.  This curriculum is not as heavily reliant on 
technology.  The students are working on a unit called 
“Taking Action”.  They should all take this unit book 
home with them each night.  The unit is broken into 
weekly subunits.  In general, we will be following this 
schedule for each subunit.  Monday and Tuesday consist of 
reading and annotating two articles or texts.  Wednesday 
is when the students will write their plan for the essay.  
Thursday is when the students write their rough draft.  All 
of this work so far is handwritten in the unit books.  Friday 
is when they will finalize their essay by typing it into an 
assignment in Google Classroom.  They will have time in 
class to work on each part, but usually there is a little left 
for them to do each night for homework.  There are also 
vocabulary assessments covering prefixes and suffixes every 
two weeks.  Their words can be found in Quizlet.  There 
is a link to this website inn Google Classroom.

In math we are currently focused on Rates, Ratios and 
Proportions. This is a big focus for 6th grade so we will 
continue to work on it after Winter Break. In the spring 
we are also looking forward to Expressions and Equations 
as well as Probability and Statistics. Please be aware that 
Team Dragon students continue to get nightly homework 
via IXL.com!

In social studies we have wrapped up our study of hunter 
gatherers and the invention of agriculture.  We are now 
moving on to the rise of civilizations, with a focus on 
the Maya.  We will be writing thesis statements, based 
on primary and secondary source documents, to create 
historical arguments.

During the months of December and January, Team Drag-
on science classes will study the following concepts:
•	 Mass,	weight,	volume	and	density
•	 Solids,	liquids	and	gases
•	 Atoms	and	molecules
•	 Elements	and	their	properties

7th Grade Team Discovery
This month in Literacy, students have been reading The House of the 
Scorpion and discussing the essential question of “What does it mean to be 
human?”  We will be beginning a reading and writing unit on genetics that 
goes along with the novel and what students are studying in Science class.

This month in Science we will be learning about DNA and how it codes for 
a person’s traits.  We will also be learning about how traits are passed down 
and about various genetic disorders.

Team	Discovery	Math:	
**Some of our kiddos are continuing their work with rational numbers using 
all 4 operations. We are starting to learn about similar figures, rules to create 
similar figures and proportional reasoning.
**Other students are working with writing equivalent expressions and 
simplifying them. We also are touching on the Distributive Property along 
with unit rates.
*Additional math practice would be logging into IXL.com/signin/columbi-
ams and working with problems in 6th grade, 7th grade math around integers, 
rational numbers, operations with fractions, similar figures and graphing.

This month in Social Studies, we are finishing up Ancient Greece and their 
contributions to society.  Coming up, we will be studying a DBQ about 
citizenship in Athens and Rome.  Next month, we are off to Rome with the 
Rise and Fall of one of the greatest empires man has ever known.

7th Grade Team Apollo-Soyuz
The 7th Grade Apollo-Soyuz Team has a lot going on during this last part 
of Quarter Two.  

In Ms. Freeman’s Math classes, students are working with proportional scaling 
and the advanced classes are writing algebraic expressions.  

In Mr. Witzke’s Science classes, students are working on research projects writ-
ten in student language to demonstrate understandings of topic of evolution.  
They are then moving into cell division (mitosis) and the study of DNA.  

Mrs. Mugatha’s Literacy classes will be finishing up The Outsiders will a 
unit assessment and an essay.  Those who turn in their essay on time will be 
treated to a screening of the film classic version of the text.  

In Mrs. Ford’s Social Studies classes, students will be investigating different 
social hierarchies throughout ancient history.  Students will interact with 
some simulations (example: students will go through a feudalism simula-
tion in early December) in order for them to fully understand the different 
roles and responsibilities people had within the hierarchies and they will 
then relate this back to what they see in our school and their communities 
that they belong to.  Students will have an understanding of how these 
social hierarchies from the past have impacted people’s lives and they will 
be assessing whether these social structures make communities better and 
help them grow, or make them worse and hold them back.  Students will be 
answering those questions through expository writing.  They will be learn-
ing how to support their responses with relevant evidence from primary and 
secondary sources. 



8th Grade Team Phoenix
Team Phoenix would like to wish everybody a relaxing holiday 
break with family.  We would like to remind parents and students 
that as we begin 2017, this is the year you will be beginning high 
school. Registration typically begins during January.  It is time to 
start planning and acting for your future academic success.

Science—Students are finishing the energy unit and will be begin-
ning a new unit on Newton’s Laws.

Social Studies—As we finish the American Revolution, we will 
be setting up a new country and studying the Constitution of the 
United States.  This will lead into the final project of your 8th grade 
year, the James Madison Project.

Math—We will continue IXL check sheet to show mastery in im-
portant mathematical standards.  We will be wrapping up the linear 
unit and moving on to exponents and the Pythagorean Theorem. 
Literacy—Students in 8th Grade Literacy will be studying Nothing 
But the Truth”  Students in the Advanced Literacy Class will be 
studying Animal Farm 

8th Grade Team Orion 
Team Orion would like to thank all of the parents who joined us 
for Parent Teacher Conferences and for our Academic Celebration 
night! It was great to see all of you and we really enjoyed talking to 
you about your awesome kids.
 
This month we are really going to be focusing on finishing the 
semester up strong by completing all of our assignments and mak-
ing sure that we are working hard until the end. Please continue 
to check in with your student regarding their reading and math 
homework. 

We would also love to see all parents at our Project Based Learn-
ing night on December 14th. Students from Team Orion will be 
presenting their debates, personal narratives and Rube Goldberg 
machines.

A special “congratulations” to our November Students of the 
Month; Jacob Broderick and Ryleigh Vaughn! 
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Visual Arts December/January Update
Students with Visual Arts first semester: Students in all classes are busy wrapping up projects before the end of the semester. Students in period 
1 are making clay masks, period 3 is working on one-point perspective drawings, period 4 is working on a variety of painting, drawing and 
clay projects. Period 6 students are making pinch pot creatures out of clay and period 7 are making decorated clay hands.

Tips on repairing broken clay pieces: If your child has a clay project that is broken, whether it’s a 
treasure from first grade or a new masterpiece from this year, the best way Ms. Small has found to fix 
clay projects is to glue the pieces together using a glue that specifically says it is made for ceramics. 
Once the pieces are glued, immediately tape the pieces in place with masking tape and let the project 
sit, undisturbed, for a day or two. Using tape to hold the pieces together allows the glue to set without 
pieces slipping or moving. 

Missing or low score assignments: If your child is missing work for second quarter or would like to 
raise his or her score on an assignment that has been turned in, work may be submitted, or revised 
and resubmitted, up to the last day of second quarter. Check Infinite Campus for missing art assign-
ments. 

Second semester supply list: Students in Visual Arts with Ms. Small are required to have two items: 
1. A spiral notebook, composition book or sketchbook that stays in the art room 
2. A  pencil every day of class

A note about 6th graders with Visual Arts during period 4: If your 6th grader has visual arts during period 4, this class has a unique focus. 
Period 4 visual art is made of 6th grade general education students and students from the DLC classrooms and a few students from the ILC 
classroom. This class is a wonderful opportunity for students of all abilities to interact, communicate and make art with students they may not 
have the opportunity to interact with in their non-elective classes. This class benefits general education students by helping build leadership 
skills, communication skills, patience, and empathy. DLC and ILC participants benefit by getting to interact with peers their own age outside 
of their usual classroom environment. These students also build social skills, learn how to participate in a general ed classroom and get to make 
art using a variety of media, including drawing, painting, printmaking, collage and ceramics.  

Clay Club meets after school on Mondays in C126 from 4:00 to 4:50. Students that are being picked up must be picked up by 5:10. Students 
needed to sign up and have a parent permission form returned to participate. The club is currently full, but if any of those students stop at-
tending, students signed up on the wait list will be invited. Interested students may contact Ms. Small to sign up on the wait list. Clay club 
will continue to meet during 2nd semester.

Did you know general admission to the Denver Art Museum is FREE for all youth 18 and under? Adults also get in with free general admission 
on the first Saturday of every month. Please note that general admission does not include ticketed exhibits like the absolutely fabulous Star 
Wars and the Power of Costume exhibit, which is currently open and features costumes and concept drawings from the original three movies 
as well as the newer ones. (If you have any interest at all in Star Wars, Ms. Small enthusiastically recommends this exhibit.) Youth 18 and under 
receive discounted ticket prices for ticketed exhibits, such as the Star Wars exhibit. Contact the Denver Art Museum for more information. 

Order	A	Yearbook	Today!
The 2016/2017 CMS Yearbook orders are due soon! Yearbooks are $10. Please make 
sure your orders are placed today! Payment can be made to Ms. James in the main office 
or to your child’s Literacy teacher. Thank you!
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Attention	ALL	8th	
Grade	Students	
and	Their	Families
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend our 
upcoming 8th grade transition night on Thursday, 
January 19th from 5:30-7:30 pm at Columbia Middle 
School.  This is an event you do not want to miss as 
our high school partners will be here to talk with you 
about the high school registration process and how to 
best prepare your child for high school.  The following 
partners will be here:

Rangeview High School
Gateway High School
William Smith High School
APS Online
Pickens Tech
Aurora Community College
ROTC program
ELD program
Rangeview Football
IB program at Gateway

We look forward to seeing you January 19th!

Columbia	Library	News
The Scholastic Book Fair “Pirate Island” is Monday – Wednesday December 5 – 7 
upstairs in the Media Center. Hours are: 8:00am – 4:30pm and 6:30 – 8:30pm 
during the Winter Concerts. Visit the fair to check some names off your holiday 
shopping list. Books make great gifts!

If you can’t make it to the fair, visit online at www.scholastic.com/bf/columbiamid-
dleschool6 between December 1-9  to support our school with your purchase. 

Columbia’s Battle of the Books starts January 17! This is a friendly reading 
competition where student teams commit to reading a list of 10 books and then 
battle against each other answering questions about those books. The winning 
team earns prizes and all participants celebrate together after the battles are over. 
More information and sign-ups will begin after the Winter break. 

New Books In The Library
Curse of the Boggin  by D.J. MacHale
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Double Down by Jeff Kinney
Ghost by Jason Reynolds
Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier
Great Shelby Holmes by Elizabeth Eulberg
Lowriders In Space by Cathy Camper
Midnight Star by Marie Lu
Nightborn by Lou Anders
What Light by Jay Asher
Wings of Fire: Darkstalker by Tui Sutherland


