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tend.  We are excited to be adding our diversity piece to Columbia’s 
future beginning in April.  Columbia, in cooperation with the 
Anti-Defamation League, and through diversity training for staff 
and student activities, will become a “No Place For Hate” school 
which will complement our PRIDE work and begin the important 
work of bringing our community together.

Also this spring, we will be closing our doors on April 30th, and 
moving our offices and 5th block classes to Mrachek Middle School.  
During this move, Columbia will be unavailable for parent contact 
from the afternoon of April 29th at 3:00 PM till the morning of 
May 4th at 7:30 AM.  We have to shut down and transfer phones, 
computers, files, etc… to Mrachek and that will take us these four 
full days.  We appreciate your understanding during this move.  
Once we are set-up at Mrachek, you will be able to visit us there 
and call us using Columbia’s same phone number which will transfer 
to our temporary offices at Mrachek.  I want to thank Ed Snyder, 
Principal of Mrachek, and the school for welcoming us during their 
full school session.

Additionally, please have your children thoroughly clear out their 
lockers of excess items during the first two weeks of April after 
spring break.  We will be sending home messages regarding the 
move, cleaning out student lockers, and what students will and 
won’t be able to bring to school the last week of April.

Thank you for sticking with us this year as we have lengthened our 
day, had multiple construction project interruptions, transitioned to 
the new grading structure and have had to shorten the year to ac-
commodate the wonderful remodel that you so generously afforded 
Columbia during the November 2008 Bond election!  

Steve Hamilton, Principal

Columbia Community,
I am excited to share a few items related to Columbia and our recent 
successes.  First, thanks to the generous giving from the students 
of Columbia, we raised almost $800 for Haiti and sent that to the 
Red Cross on behalf of our community!  Great job!  We have also 
received and have had installed the new scoreboard in the gym 
replacing the original one from 1982.  Along with this, we have 
also continued championship seasons for athletics in volleyball and 
basketball with girls’ basketball and soccer beginning in late March.  
Another congratulations goes out to Roy Spratt, 7th grade math 
teacher, and Rebecca Warnell, acting Dean of Students for being 
nominated for the quarterly superintendent award.  

Continuing with recognition, I would like to congratulate our 
Phantom of the Opry cast and crew for an outstanding play season.  
To see over a hundred students actively participate in the arts by 
performing and staging such a great production is excellent.  A 
huge thank you to our volunteers including Ms. Walsh’s sister and 
the parents that helped with everything from make-up to bolting 
things to walls!  PTSO also contributes annually to the play and will 
be contributing funds to the spring 8th grade end-of-year activity 
and the Elitches music festival.  

I would also like to thank the Rangeview High School yearbook 
crew for producing this year’s book and to our staff and parents for 
all of the excellent footage, photos, and ideas for the accompanying 
DVD.  Remember, this year we have only ordered the actual number 
sold, please do not expect any extras to be available.

The end-of-year time is upon us and along with that are a number 
of items that I need to bring to your attention.  Let’s begin with 
the Spring Parent Night.  This evening open house is for parents 
of all incoming 6th graders, next years 7th and 8th graders, the 
5th block orientation parent group, STEM/Galaxy parent night, 
and just a chance to visit and socialize.  We invite all of you to at-

Columbia Middle School  •  17600 East Columbia Avenue  •  Aurora, Colorado 80013

Cougar
      News

Columbia’s website address:  http://www.aps.k12.co.us/columbia



Dress Code Policy 
Modification
Dress codes are established to provide modest guidelines for stu-
dent attire in a public school setting with children from diverse 
backgrounds.  Each spring we have had to make modifications to 
the Columbia school dress code.  This spring is no exception.  Our 
primary area of concern this year is in regards to female student 
tops, how they are cut and what they show.

The following statement is directly out of Columbia’s established 
dress code for this year:
All shirts MUST have sleeves and cover the body appropriately (no 
cleavage, midriffs, backs, bellies, bottoms or underclothes showing).  
Girls and boys are NOT to wear sleeveless shirts such as those with 
spaghetti straps or muscle shirts.

Despite this statement we have had an increase in the number fe-
male students wearing sleeveless tops underneath hoodies and then 
removing the hoody while in school.  We are especially noticing 
this with the onset of the warmer weather.  Additionally, female 
students who are wearing sleeved shirts are wearing low cut scoop 
tops and v-neck tops that cause us to address issues with showing 
underclothes and cleavage…both part of the above dress code.

As a result, beginning April 5th, after spring break, all female stu-
dents will only be allowed to wear crew neck, sleeved tops.  This can 
be in the form of t-shirts or other crew neck blouses.  If students 
do not come to school with a crew neck top on, we will ask them 
to wear their PE crew neck t-shirts or we will provide them with 
a t-shirt from the office.  The office shirts will then be returned at 
the end of the day.  

Please help us reinforce this dress code to accomplish an environ-
ment where clothing items are not a distraction to learning and 
appropriate for the variety of students, beliefs and ideals shared 
within our school’s diversity.

Electronic Devices and 
Cell Phones 
•	 NO	ELECTRONIC	DEVICES:	Including,	but	not	limited	to,	

MP3 players, CD players, cassette recorders, electronic games, 
PDA’s and other devices are not permitted in school any time 
during the school day, this includes lunch, school activities, 
athletics, clubs, etc…

•	 NO	CELL	PHONES/PAGERS:	allowed	to	be	used/	seen	in	
school building or at lunch, during ant time of the school day 
including school activities, athletics, clubs, etc…

If a student has an above-described item in his/her possession, it 
will be taken by any adult staff member, turned into the main of-
fice and returned only to the parent/guardian.  A second offense 
will result in the item being held until the last day of school when 
it will only be returned to a parent/guardian.

2011 Washington DC 
Trip
7th Grade parents don’t lose your chance at signing up for this trip 
at the discounted rates.  Sign up by March 31st, receive $75.00 
off your trip cost, sign up by May 30th, and receive $50.00 off 
your trip cost.

If you need more information about the trip, please contact Mrs. 
Warnell 303-690-6570.  

Knitting Club
Columbia has a new club.  The Wednesday Afternoon Knitting 
Club.  We would like to solicit donations, such as knitting needles, 
crochet hooks, or yarn, from the community for students who 
want to learn the art of knitting and crocheting, but do not have 
the resources to get supplies themselves.  We would also like to 
extend an invitation to any member of the community that would 
like to join and learn how to knit, or share their expertise with our 
students.  If interested in donating to our club, or joining please 
contact Ms. Tutak and Ms. Wilbanks.

Music News
“Thank you to Eric Crow and Kristin MacIntire for helping fix 
the wall hanging in the orchestra room. We are able to safely store 
the large string instruments now and very much appreciate your 
help!”

“The 8th grade Band, 8th grade Orchestra, and Advanced Chorus 
would like to thank the PTSO and Steve Hamilton for making it 
possible for us to attend the music festival at the end of the year. 
Thank you for the faith in our abilities and for helping so much to 
provide this amazing experience!”

Columbia’s Got Poetry
Everybody is welcome to attend to watch the inaugural Columbia’s 
Got Poetry night, April 15th at 6pm in the commons.  Columbia 
students will be performing poetry and competing for cash prizes.  
We encourage family and members of the community to come and 
support their students.  



Art Notecards For Sale!
The art department has chosen some fabulous pieces of student 
artwork to photograph and reproduce into blank notecards this 
year.  Each set includes 8 blank notecards with envelopes with a 
variety of 6th, 7th, & 8th grade students’ works on the front of the 
card.  The following students’ art is shown on these notecard sets:

Andrew Munoz  Meskerem Nemomsa
Jazmyn Gordon  Alana Tincoff
Joy Weber   Charles Scott
Kylie Thomas   Kylie Chiang
Noamy Munoz  Daniel Roberts
Gabriela Castro  Da’Von Fowler

These 8-notecard sets are on sale in the main office for $2.00. Use 
them for your own personal notes or they make wonderful gifts!  
Please come and check these out.

Cherry Creek Arts 
Festival - Summer 2010
This year, Columbia’s art department applied for and was chosen 
to participate in the “Janus Student Art Buying Program” during 
the Cherry Creek Arts Festival this summer!  On July 5th, three 
CMS students will join Ms. Novy in selecting and purchasing a 
piece of fine art from the Cherry Creek Arts Festival that will be 
permanently displayed here at Columbia.  We are very excited to 
be a part of this program this year.  Please be sure to seek out a  
new piece of art in our building in August when we return from 
summer vacation!

If any student is interested in being one of the three students that 
will help choose and buy a pieces of art, please see Ms. Novy for 
an application, she will select 3 plus a few alternates.  The deadline 
for selecting our CMS student art-buyers is late April, so please act 
quickly if you are interested. 

Please note the following requirements before applying:
1.  You must be willing to discuss with Ms. Novy and the other 

students what types of art we are looking for before the end 
of the school year

2.  You must be available and able to get to and from the CCAF 
on Monday, July 5th from 8:30am-2pm

3.  You must also be willing to participate in a discussion/presen-
tation at the festival with the other student buyers explaining 
how and why you chose that piece of art 

APS Festival of the 
Arts 2010
The dates for the district art show is Monday, April 12 through 
Sunday, April 25th. The location of this show remains at the  Town 
Center of Aurora.  Artwork can be viewed during normal mall 
hours.  Student artwork has not be finalized as of yet, however, 
if a piece of art from your student is chosen they will be notified 
before the show begins.  Additionally, we do not yet know where 
in the mall the Columbia panels will be located, so you will have 
to check with the art department as we get closer to the date.  This 
is a tremendous show that includes all of the APS schools and their 
artwork, please come and see what amazing artists our a part of 
our school and district!

PTSO
First of all the PTSO would like to thank the wonderful parents, 
teachers, students and staff that made the spring fundraiser such 
a success. In just 7 short days we were able to raise approximately 
$4000 in funding for the PTSO to use for the School in which 
some of this money was used for a band and choir event coming 
in April.

PTSO is an organization meant to bring school and family closer 
together to achieve common goals like educating our children. 
Develop a secure environment for every student to achieve at the 
highest levels. Promote effective communication between the com-
munity and the school’s activities. Provide better understanding 
between, parents, teachers, students, and school staff. Also we are 
present to subsidize funding through fundraising programs and 
activities at Columbia Middle School. Interesting information about 
Parental Involvement and Student Achievement:

•	 Research	shows	that	parents	that	are	involved	with	students	
help them to become successful in school.

•	 What	better	way	to	stay	 informed	and	current	about	 issues	
going on in your community?

•	 You	get	the	opportunity	to	have	your	voice	heard	about	con-
cerns you have in your community and schools.

•	 Parents	that	are	involved	are	also	responsible	for	making	these	
events successful.

•	 We	need	your	help	especially	with	exciting	new	ideas	to	help	
get our community involved.

At our April 8, 2010 meeting we will be electing new officers for 
the 2010/2011 year. If you would be interested in being part of the 
PTSO; or wish to serve on the PTSO as an officer. You can sign up 
by attending or calling Columbia Middle School. 

As parents, students and staff you are already member of Columbia 
Middle Schools PTSO. All you have to do is come to the meetings 
and you are all welcome. The meetings are held the first Thursday 
of each month at 7:00 pm; just come to the office entrance at Co-
lumbia Middle School and join in on the FUN. Our next meeting 
is April 8th, 2010.



Teens for Change
Who: Teens for Change, Mrs. Wolter’s 8th Grade LA class, 

and YOU.

What: Mission Statement:  We are striving to inspire others 
in our community to help reuse plastic bags to make 
mats for the disaster stricken.

Description: Putting devotion and dedication into helping the 
homeless by recycling plastic shopping bags. Our goal 
is to weave the bags into mats which are waterproof, 
insulated, and comfortable. We will be sending these 
mats all around the world to help people stricken by 
natural disasters or poverty. 

 So far we have been collecting and cutting bags, to get 
a start on making the mats.  The letter we sent out to 
the principle, asking for permission was granted, and 
e-mails have been sent out to the teachers, asking to 
present this project to their classes.

When: Contest for collecting: now until April 16, 2010

Where: We are currently working in B204, however one of 
our goals is to take this project school and district 
wide.

Why: Humanitarian efforts
	 •	 Homeless	
	 •	 People	stricken	by	natural	disasters

 Earth Friendly
	 •	 Recycling

 School
	 •	 Using	real-world	technical	writing
	 •	 Leadership	skills
	 •	 Learning	to	work	together
	 •	 Problem	solving	skills

How: Gathering plastic bags
	 •	 Drop	off	at	B204	if	your	class	is	NOT	
  participating in the contest
	 •	 Drop	off	at	your	Language	Arts	class	if	your	
  class IS participating in the contest

Questions, comments, or volunteers – please contact Mrs.
Wolter at ldwolter@aps.k12.co.us or us (Teens For Change)  
at teenschange@gmail.com 

VISTA 2015 Phase II 
Listening Tour
Please join us!
The Aurora Public Schools Board and Education and Leadership 
Team are beginning Phase II of the VISTA 2015 listening tour.
  
After reviewing feedback collected since October 2009 in an online 
survey and more than 100 listening tour sessions, Board and leader-
ship team members will revise the strategic plan draft.  

After the next version is released in April, staff, parents and com-
munity members will have the opportunity to discuss the revised 
draft of VISTA 2015 at upcoming listening tour sessions.
 
Tuesday, April 20 
6 p.m.
Aurora Quest K-8
17315 E. 2nd Ave.
Aurora, CO 80011

Monday, April 26
5 p.m.
Aurora West College Preparatory Academy
10100 E. 13th Ave.
Aurora, CO 80010

Thursday, May 6 
7 p.m.
South Middle School
12310 E. Parkview Dr.
Aurora, CO 80011 

To learn more about the VISTA 2015 strategic plan draft, visit 
http://vista.aurorak12.org/.

B.O.G.O. Bookfair
Students, families and staff...please join us for our “Buy One Get 
One Free” Scholastic Bookfair. Stock up for your summer read-
ing.

Where:  The main lobby next to the commons.
When:  April 19th, 20th and 21st.
            2:50 PM-8:30 PM each day 

Enter the prize drawings.  One entry will be given for each book 
purchased.  The book fair will be open before, during and after the 
6th, 7th and 8th grade concerts.
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7th Grade Band & Orchestra 

Concert 
7:00-9:00 pm
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8th Grade Band & Orchestra 

Concert 

7:00-9:00 pm
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6th Grade Band & 

Orchestra Concert 

7:00-9:00 pm
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AURORA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

APRIL 2010 SECONDRY LUNCH MENU 
  * may contain pork 

 MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY 
5 

Individual Galaxy Pizza* 
Hoagie Sandwich* 

Tomato Soup w/goldfish crackers 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

6 
Oven Baked Chicken 

Nachos w/cheese 
Hot Rolls 

Baked Potato w/sour cream 
 

Variety of Fruit 
Variety of Vegetables 

7 
Stuffed Cheese Sticks w/marinara 

sauce 
Chicken Patty on a Bun 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

8 
Ham Roast* 

Stuffed Pepperoni Sandwich 
 

Angel biscuit 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 
Cherry Cobbler 

9 
Grilled Ham & Cheese* 

Taco Bar 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

12 
Chicken Buffalo Tenders 

Hamburger 
Cheeseburger 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 
Blueberry Muffin Square 

 

13 
Cheesy Garlic Flatbread 
Chicken Fajita w/salsa 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 
Fruited Jello 

14 
Chicken Fried Steak 
Chili Cheese Wrap 

Mashed Potatoes w/gravy 
Hot Rolls 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

15 
Sausage Pizza* 

Kung Pao Chicken w/rice 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

16 
Hamburger 

Cheeseburger 
Grilled Cheese Sandwich 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

19 
Grilled Ham & Cheese* 

Hot Dog 
French Fries 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

20 
Chicken Patty on a Bun 

Waffles w/syrup 
Sausage Patty 

Potato Tri Tator 
 

Variety of Fruit 
Variety of Vegetables 

21 
Pasta w/meat sauce 

Cheese Quesadilla w/salsa 
Breadsticks 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

22 
Chicken Buffalo Tenders 

Hot Ham & Cheese* 
Baked Potato w/sour cream 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 
Birthday Cake 

23 
Nachos w/cheese 

Sloppy Joe on a Bun 
 

Variety of Fruit 
Variety of Vegetables 

26            
Manager’s Choice 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

27 
Manager’s Choice 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

28 
Manager’s Choice 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 
 

29 
Manager’s Choice 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 

30           
              Manager’s Choice 

 
Variety of Fruit 

Variety of Vegetables 
Note: 1/2 pint of milk is included with each lunch.  Choices Include – 1% Chocolate Milk, 1% Lowfat Milk, & Skim Milk. 

Looking for part-time work while your children are in school?  If interested in working for Nutrition Services, apply at 1085 Peoria, Aurora or online http://www.aps.k12.co.us  ($10.00/hr). 
      


