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Columbia Community,
I want to thank everyone for such a great turn-out at the November 
12th parent conference night.  We received many suggestions regard-
ing the organization of the evening and will be making adjustments 
to include timers, larger name plates along walls, spreading it out 
into the small gym, large gym and commons for more room, and 
finally developing lines to avoid confusion about who is waiting to see 
which teacher.  Prior to conferences you received your son’s/daughter’s 
progress report, a “Question & Answer” update on standards based 
grading questions, an order form for the yearbook, and a ½ sheet 
explaining an attendance glitch in the computer printout.  I also want 
to share in this newsletter some information regarding a school wide 
achievement goal and a third quarter behavior challenge along with 
some other basic information.

First, the parent update (later in the newsletter) on standards based 
grading seemed to help clear up some of the previous confusion. 
Work that still is underway includes the development of common 
grade books by each department (math, literacy, science, social stud-
ies and electives) with an explanation to parents about what you will 
see in parent portal beginning second semester.  Another question 
that has been clarified is the concept of honor roll and the decision 
about standards based grading at the high school.  In speaking with 
the high school, the plan is to maintain an A,B,C, D grading system 
on all report cards and transcripts.  They will use standards based 
grades on in-class work, but will change this for the term reports 
that you will see coming home and high school official transcripts.  
I will continue to gather more information about this as it becomes 
available and will absolutely keep you up to date.

The first PRIDE Achievement challenge has begun.  This is a home-
room competition with winning homerooms at each grade level 
receiving some special rewards during the last week before winter 
break.  The homeroom to have the highest percent of students with 
3’s and 4’s on work habits along with most improved proficiency 
by the end of the second quarter will receive prizes funded by our 
PTSO.  This is also about teamwork.  I always tell the students they 

are at Columbia for two reasons; the first is to get the best education 
possible and the second to have good, positive friendships.  Please 
help encourage your student to work hard at his/her school work and 
help others or ask help from others as we move through the challenge.  
One homeroom per grade level and the highest achieving Galaxy 
group will win the challenge.

Coming up for the third quarter will be a different type of challenge, 
a PRIDE behavior challenge.  During the past year we were able to 
reduce our overall discipline issues by over 50%.  The goal of the 
PRIDE behavior challenge will be to earn PRIDE tickets by help-
ing others and showing respect.  The rewards will include a special 
event for the winning grade level and prizes for individuals who have 
demonstrated a spirit of PRIDE when working with others.  This 
will be measured through the tickets, decreases in classroom behavior 
events, and reduction in grade level office referrals.  It is important 
for students and staff to work together both in terms of achievement 
and also in responsible behaviors.

The school yearbook will be different this year than in years past.  
During the past couple of years the yearbook has been sold at a loss 
to the school of over $2000/year.  The economy is challenging today 
and as a result we have had to get creative with our yearbook pro-
cess.  We will offer three options:  a 44 page color yearbook, a DVD 
yearbook or both.  Each part is a little different.  The 44 page color 
yearbook will include the student photos by grade level, a section 
for 8th grade baby pictures, and some candid shots.  The DVD will 
include all candid shots from the entire year, fun video footage and all 
of the athletic/club events.  By doing this, our new vendor can offer 
you financial options listed on the order form later in this newslet-
ter.  An important difference this year over years past is that we will 
ONLY order the number of yearbooks that we sell.  So, if you want 
a yearbook please purchase these now.  They will be ordered on the 
first of March to meet our production timeline and have them back 
here before our late April construction closing date.

Steve Hamilton, Principal
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Columbia Middle School 
Standards Based Grading Update – Nov. 2, 2009

9th and 10th grade math classes and high school Spanish class we 
offer.  Middle school advanced classes have never had weighted 
grades.

6. How does class work or homework connect to my child becoming 
proficient?
•	 Usually	class	work	and	homework	are	used	to	build	the	skills	a	

student needs to understand a content area.  An example of this 
could be vocabulary related to the content.  A student must learn 
the words and what they mean so he/she can use these terms cor-
rectly when reading about and exploring the concepts of a content 
area.  Other types of class work can be used to tell a teacher how a 
student applies this knowledge to a concept.  This could include 
such activities as projects, simulations or presentations.  Both a 
vocabulary quiz and a presentation will help a student understand 
parts of a specific content area.

7. How does a teacher arrive at a final score for the progress report or 
report card?
•	 A	teacher	looks	for	specific	patterns	or	trends	in	the	assessment	

scores of a student.  Teachers also know which assessments cover 
a small amount of content information and which cover larger, 
deeper areas of understanding.  If a student bounces between “P” 
and “PP” then the overall understanding is probably “PP” because 
the student’s understanding fluctuates up and down during the 
term.  It is important here to speak with your child’s teacher to 
find out more about the details of the scores gathered.  Teachers 
can explain this to both you and your child.

8. I have heard that if my child scores proficient all the time then the final 
score will be advanced.  Is this true?
•	 No.		This	was	an	early	misunderstanding.		Students	must	have	a	

pattern of assessments that indicate an advanced understanding 
(as defined by district grade descriptions) to earn an “A” score.

9. Teachers have set up their grade books differently, how do I make sense 
of this?
•	 We	were	made	aware	of	this	during	the	first	twelve	weeks.		Changes	

have been made at the district level to report one work habit score 
and one standard score for each content area.  This change will 
take place this quarter.  In addition, teachers are currently work-
ing together to determine how to consistently set up their grade 
books by the beginning of second semester.  This will be com-
municated to parents and students at the semester, and will make 
your viewing of the grades more consistent and understandable.  
We appreciate those that shared their Parent Portal views with us 
to help us develop this plan.  

10. What kinds of questions should I be asking to know how my child is 
progressing?
•	 Use	handouts,	grade	reports	and	parent	portal	to	get	information	

about your child’s performance.  Then, ask your child to share his/
her class work, homework and assessments with you.  Ask your 
child to explain what he/she is currently working on in class and 
how that will help him/her meet the standard(s) for that content 
area.  Ask your child about the work habits score he/she is earning 
in each class.  Remember this connects to his/her work ethic, and 
we want your child to always try hard.  Ask the teachers these same 
questions.

District Grade Descriptions
A – Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the grade level content/
course and consistently applies the benchmarks, and/or concepts, and/or 
processes/procedures in a variety of contexts.
P – Demonstrates understanding of the grade level content/course and 
applies the benchmarks, and/or concepts, and/or processes/procedures in 
a variety of contexts.
PP – Demonstrates partial understanding and application of the benchmarks, 
and/or concepts, and/or processes/procedures of the grade level content.
U	–	Rarely	demonstrates	understanding	and	ineffectively	applies	benchmarks,	
and/or concepts, and/or processes/procedures of the grade level content.
N – No evidence

Please remember to contact your child’s teacher with any additional ques-
tions you may have, the teacher will bring forward the question, and as a 
school we will collaborate to bring you an answer. 

Parents,
During the first twelve weeks of the year we, as an administrative team, 
have worked with parents, students, staff and the district to transition to 
standards based grading.  We have had many questions and would like to 
address several of these in this update.  Please read through this and contact 
us with any questions about the update or questions that you would still 
like us to address. Since many of your questions may benefit others, I have 
asked the teachers to gather these and we will discuss them as a staff and 
communicate responses back out to everyone.   As always, we thank you 
in advance for the consistent, clear, courteous communications this school 
year.    Steve Hamilton, Principal.

Question/Answer:
1.  How do work habits and standards differ?  Why are these separate?

•	 Course	standards	are	the	descriptions	of	what	a	student	needs	to	
know and be able to do in a given class/course.  These standards 
are determined by the state and are specific to classes such as sci-
ence, math, literacy, social studies and electives.

•	 Work	habits	refer	to	a	student’s	learning	effort,	practice	through	
homework, engagement in class learning, and responsibility for 
work. This is often referred to as work ethic.

•	 Work	habits	and	standards	are	separated	so	that	students,	parents	
and teachers have a clear understanding of what a student knows 
about a specific content area.  Work habits point to work ethic 
which is important, but does not tell what a student actually knows 
about a content standard.  If a student works hard, but is not yet 
able to understand a content area such as physics, it is important 
to know that difference.

2. What does proficient on a standard mean?
•	 Each	level	of	understanding	(unsatisfactory,	partially	proficient,	

proficient and advanced) relates directly to how thoroughly and 
consistently a student can show what he/she knows on assess-
ments and relevant connected work.  Proficient is when a student 
understands that course/grade level content in a specific class and 
applies this information in several different ways.  So, if a student 
is taking a 7th grade social studies class and an 8th grade advanced 
math class, that student must show understanding of each course 
at those grade level expectations.  These expectations are called 
benchmarks.

•	 The	district	 descriptions	 for	 each	 score	 are	 at	 the	 end	of	 this	
update.  

3. What is an assessment?
•	 An	assessment	is	a	specific	check	for	understanding	given	by	a	

teacher to determine the level of student understanding on the 
content standards for that class.  Assessments can be frequent, 
small checks of learning or larger, end of unit type tests.  Assess-
ments give a student the opportunity to show his/her level of 
understanding and to demonstrate how critically or creatively he/
she can apply this information.  A student’s level of understanding 
(U,	PP,	P,	A)	is	determined	primarily	by	assessments.		Teachers	have	
many tools to use as quality assessments of your child’s learning.

4. Why isn’t my child proficient?
•	 The	best	way	to	explain	this	is	to	connect	to	a	specific	example.		

When our example student starts physical science, he/she may 
not know anything regarding the content of physics or chemistry.  
As the student learns the content, his/her performance on each 
assessment	will	determine	the	grade.	If	that	performance	is	U	or	
PP, this will indicate his/her current level of understanding.  As 
other assessments are completed, a better overall picture of what 
this student knows will be clearer.

•	 Sometimes	a	student	struggles	with	specific	skills	(reading,	writ-
ing and math) that are critical to understanding a content like 
chemistry. These areas will also affect performance on assessments.  
Students must be able to perform at grade level on these skills to 
have success in all content areas. 

5. My child is in an advanced class and should therefore score advanced…
is this true? Weighted grades?
•	 No,	just	like	the	previous	explanation,	the	child	has	to	fully	un-

derstand that courses content.  An advanced class can be a higher 
grade level content, or require a far deeper understanding and 
application, or both and the student must still be able to meet the 
criteria for understanding that course.  Only high school credited 
classes can count for weighted grades and this only applies to the 



2009-2010 Voice Mail 
for Teachers
Diane Asmus   303-326-3427
Cindy Belitz   303-326-3461
David Benedict  303-326- 3788
Pamela Birx   303-326-4306
Brian Black   303-326-2504
Tami Blasius   303-326-3700
Dianne Borsi   303-326-3023
Jessa Brown   303-326-3789
Angel Chamberlain 303-326-4043
Lisa Cheney `  303-326-4173
Sherri Colgan   303-326-4561
Deb Crow   303-326-4870
Ed Epstein   303-326-3029
Erika Freeman  303-326-4990
Carrie Hardy   303-326-3259
Whitney Hooks  303-326-3590
Noah Huntsman  303-326-3635
Tammy Hutchison 303-326-2578
Betty Lee   303-326-4277
Trio Livingston  303-326-3698
David Lockley  303-326-3827
April Lusk   303-326-4130
Lance Marshall  303-326-4045
Linda Mejia   303-326-4183
Andrew Moores  303-326-4268
Michelle Mugatha  303-326-3185
Kim Nave   303-326-3888
Aaryn Novy   303-326-3923
Darius Pope   303-326-3445
Linda Roos   303-326-4654
Laurie Schilz   303-326-4238
Lynn Schock   303-326-3017
Michelle Searles  303-326-3060
Julia Sipos   303-326-4487
Tim Smith   303-326-3096
William Smith  303-326-2520
Roy Spratt   303-326-4399
Joann Sprung   303-326-4133
John Thierry   303-326-4978
Andrea Tutak   303-326-4819
Nina Walsh   303-326-3801
Rebecca Warnell  303-326-3065
Monica Wilbanks  303-326-3364
Kevin Williams  303-326-3482
Lynn Wohler   303-326-4159
Lori Wolter   303-326-3281
Jenna Youmans  303-326-4301

PBS Parent PRIDE List
The faculty of CMS would like to recognize the following parents 
for their commitment to PRIDE. Their willingness to go above 
and beyond for their child, the faculty, or the school is greatly ap-
preciated.  They have positively affected the lives of all who enter 
our doors and give us a true picture of what perseverance, respect, 
integrity, discipline, and excellence means here at Columbia Middle 
School.  

Norma Banuelos  nominated by Angel Chamberlain
Mary Jo Mancusco           nominated by Janet Gagnon
Janey Kinney   nominated by Nina Walsh
Brenis Thompson            nominated by Janelle Phillips
Sherin Basyouny           nominated by Andrea Tutak
Eric Hallberg    nominated by Linda Mejia

Parent to student 
PRIDE Ticket
 
This PRIDE ticket is for parents or guardians to give to their 
daughter or son for showing PRIDE at home.  We use similar 
PRIDE tickets at school as rewards for students and staff who show 
their PRIDE.  PRIDE stands for Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, 
Discipline and Excellence.  Students who receive a PRIDE ticket 
may turn in these tickets for a prize from our PRIDE treasure chest 
which is located at the PRIDE table at all student lunches.  Thank 
you for encouraging PRIDE at home.

Perseverance, Respect, Integrity,
Discipline, Excellence

Awarded to:

From:



EQUESTA Club
Columbia’s Horse Club “Equesta” meets every Tuesday  right after 
school in D204.  See Ms. Cheney for details and further informa-
tion.  RIDE ON !

Knitting Club
Columbia has a new club.  The Wednesday Afternoon Knitting 
Club.  We would like to solicit donations, such as knitting needles, 
crochet hooks, or yarn, from the community for students who 
want to learn the art of knitting and crocheting, but do not have 
the resources to get supplies themselves.  We would also like to 
extend an invitation to any member of the community that would 
like to join and learn how to knit, or share their expertise with our 
students.  If interested in donating to our club, or joining please 
contact Ms. Tutak and Ms. Wilbanks.

A special thank you goes out to Jake Jabs 
and Charlie Shaulis at American Furniture 

Warehouse for so graciously donating 
25 oak stools for students in Ms. Brown, 
Ms. Hardy, Mrs. Mejia’s, and Ms. Zicko’s 

classrooms. The students are now very 
comfortable as they work with technology 
in the classroom and are very thankful for 

the donation to our school!

Hoops are Coming !!
Boys’ basketball will begin January 18th.  7th and 8th grade boys 
are invited to participate whether they are experienced players, or 
new to the game. 

The number one problem interested boys have had over the years 
is not getting their physicals done before practice begins.  Now is 
the time to schedule a physical if you have not had one since last 
March.  You only need one physical each year.  If you played on 
other teams such as track or wrestling, your physical is probably 
still effective.

Coaches Pope and Epstein will announce a meeting in December, 
before Winter Break, to distribute all necessary paperwork to all 
interested 7th and 8th graders.  The more players we have, the more 
fun we have.  Come have a ball.  Play hoops!!

Thanks for your support,
Coach Epstein
Coach Pope

Bookfair at Barnes & 
Noble
Our 3rd annual Barnes & Noble “A Night of Art and Literacy” 
bookfair night will on Tuesday, December 8th from 4-8pm.  Please 
join us to support Columbia and start your holiday shopping at 
the Barnes & Noble at Aurora City Place (Alameda & Abilene).   A 
portion of all puchases will come back to Columbia on that evening 
and it is a fun family event at the store.  Student artwork will be on 
display, we will have some musical performances, and students will 
also be reading their own poetry and short stories.  There will be 
some arts and craft activities for the whole family and games and 
contests for our columbia students to participate in at Barnes and 
Noble.  Please plan on joining us for this book fair event on Tuesday, 
December 8th from 4-8 at the Alameda and Abilene location.

Message from the Art 
Department
Columbia staff, friends and family the art department would like 
you to know that we will gladly accept your scrap fabric, wallpaper 
samples, paper, paint, wood and craft items for use in the art de-
partment. Recycling helps the environment and if you’re tossing it 
away why not toss it our way! We’ll take donations anytime during 
the school year. Email items you’d like to donate and we’ll arrange 
a day and time for you to drop them off!

Thank you,
Laurie Schilz   laschilz@aps.k12.co.us 
Aaryn Novy
Art Department
Columbia Middle School
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MONDAYMONDAY    TUESDAYTUESDAY    WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY    THURSDAYTHURSDAY    FRIDAYFRIDAY    

                     
1                    A 

7
th
 Girls Volleyball 

@ Columbia 3:30 

 

8
th
 Girls  

Volleyball @ 

Frontier 3:30  

2                      B 

 

3                      A 

 7
th
 Girls 

Volleyball @ 

Murphy Creek 

3:30 

8
th
 Girls 

Volleyball @ 

Columbia 3:30 

 

Little Shop of 

Physics 7:30‐3:00 

4                      B                

 

 

7           A 

 

 

  

8                      B 

7
th
 Girls Volleyball 

@ South 3:30 

 

8
th
 Girls Volleyball 

@ Columbia 3:30 

9                      
 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher 

Workday 

 

10                     A 

7
th
 Girls 

Volleyball @ 

Columbia 3:30 

8
th
 Girls  

Volleyball @ 

North 3:30 

11                    B 

 

14                  A 

  

15                   B 

7
th
 Girls Volleyball 

@ Columbia 3:30 

 

8
th
 Girls  

Volleyball @ West  

3:30 

16                   A 

 

17                     B 

7
th
 Girls 

Volleyball @ 

Columbia 3:30 

8
th
 Girls  

Volleyball @ 

Quest  3:30 

18                 A  

 

 

 

 

21                       

No School 

Dec 21- Jan 1 

22                      
 

 

 

 

23                     

 

24                    
 

 

25                     

28                        29  30  31   



CELA Testing Will Take Place in January!!!
Federal and state laws require all schools to identify students whose dominant/home language may be one other than English.  In addition, 
any student with the presence of a language other than English in the home must be assessed.  The law further requires schools to monitor 
progress in the acquisition of English and to provide appropriate instruction.  Annual testing must continue until a student shows overall 
proficiency in the four areas of speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

 The Colorado Department of Education has adopted the Colorado English Language Assessment (CELA) for use statewide.  This test is dif-
ferent from CSAP in that it measures English proficiency rather than academic achievement.  It is also much shorter than CSAP.  It usually 
only takes about 2 hours, but it is not a timed test.  

It is important for students to do their best work on this assessment in order for the school to have an accurate view of their skills, and the 
level of English language support that students need for academic success.  

Students who are identified for testing will receive a parent letter at the first session of the test, which is scheduled for early January, 2010.   If 
any questions about the test arise, or to discuss specific information about a student that is being tested, please contact 

Ms. Stonbraker, Assistant Principal, at Columbia

Many students have illnesses this time of year.  Please assist us with accurate attendance by calling our 
attendance line every day when your child is not attending school. The attendace line phone number 

is 303-326-1651.

Order Your Yearbook Today!
Columbia Middle School
2009 – 2010 Yearbook order form

Student Name___________________________________________________________     Grade__________     Date_____________

Home Phone # ______________________________    Cell # ______________________________     Homeroom________________
       
Don’t miss the chance to capture your child’s Middle School memories by ordering a full color yearbook, DVD or both!  (Check one please)

o $10.00 Yearbook – 44 page full color book with student grade level photos, staff photos, and 8th grade baby picture page.    

o  $10.00 DVD- with clubs, sports and activities along with candid shots of kids during the year.

o $18.00 Yearbook & DVD- The best memory package.

Total Paid___________________________              Cash__________________        Check # ________________________________

Please make checks payable to Columbia Middle School.
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SECONDARY LUNCH MENU DECEMBER 2009 
* may contain pork 

 MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY 
30 

Galaxy Pizza* 

Hoagie Sandwich 

Tomato Soup 

 
Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

1 

Chicken Fried Steak 

Oven Baked Chicken 

 

Hot Dinner Roll 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

2 

Stuffed Cheese Sticks w/Sauce 

Chicken Patty Sandwich 

 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Condiments 

 

3 

Hot Dog or Chili Dog 

Stuffed Pepperoni Sandwich 

 
Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Condiments 

4 

Grilled Ham & Cheese Sandwich* 

Taco Bar 

 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

 

7 

Chicken Buffalo Tenders 

Hamburger or Cheeseburger 

 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Banana Bread 

 

8 

Galaxy Cheese Pizza 

Sausage Pizza* 

 
Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

 

9 

 

NO 

SCHOOL 

10 

Cheeseburger or Hamburger 

Grilled Cheese Sandwich 

 
Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Condiments 

11 

Chicken Fajita w/Salsa 

Cheese Pizza or Rib Sandwich* 

 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Molasses Cookie 

 

14 

Grilled Ham & Cheese Sandwich* 

Hot Dog 

 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Condiments 

 

15 

Spaghetti w/Meat Sauce 

Cheese Quesadilla w/Salsa 

 
Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Bread Sticks 

 

16 

Turkey Roast & Biscuit 

Hot Roast Beef & Cheese Sandwich 

 

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

 
Chocolate Birthday Cake 

 

17 

Chicken Buffalo Tenders 

Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwich* 

 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety of Milk 

Applesauce Bread 

 

18 

Chicken Nuggets 

Chicken Fried Steak 

 

 

Mashed Potatoes with gravy 

Hot Roll 

Variety of Fruits 

Variety of Vegetables 

Variety  of Milk 

21 

WINTER 

BREAK 

 

22 

WINTER 

BREAK 

 

23 

WINTER 

BREAK 

 

24 

WINTER  

BREAK 

 

25 

WINTER 

BREAK 

 

Note: 1/2 pint of milk is included with each lunch.  Choices Include – 1% Chocolate Milk, 1% Lowfat Milk, & Skim Milk. 

    Looking for part-time work while your children are in school?  If interested in working for Nutrition Services, apply at 1085 Peoria, Aurora or online http://www.aps.k12.co.us  ($10.00/hr). 

 
      


